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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 

The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy 

Revd Geoff Hollingsworth Vicar 302133 
Revd Rachel Wilson Assistant Curate 529126 
with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have the  
!ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ƻ hŦŦƛŎƛŀǘŜ όt¢hύ 
Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 
   
Readers  Recognised Parish Assistants 
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318 Mrs Liz Stott 01430 873361 
Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst 307479 Dr Brian James 01377 288148 
Mr David Rumbelow 306056 Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  Mrs Annie Harrison 01377 288070                   
  Mrs Freda Bailey 01430 873318  
                                                                                          Mrs Lyn Stanton           302073 
Pastoral Team 
Coordinator:   Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Revd Rachel Wilson 
Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mr J Goodhart 368817 
 Mrs M Stephens 01262 678153 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
St Margaret, Millington Mrs S Sheard 304783 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr B James 01377 288420 
 Dr A Henworth 302156 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr B Myerscough 303331 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mr S Jones 01430 871612 

 Mrs F Bailey 01430 87331
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L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀ 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ 
ƴŜǿ ōŀōȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōƭŀƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǳǇΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΚ Χ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΚ Χ ƻǊ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇΚ Χ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘΚ ! bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
¢ƛƳŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ƎƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ ǿŜ 
ǊŜŀŘΥ ¸ƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ CƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ Ƴƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜǎΦ όWŀƳŜǎ пΥ мпύΦ 
/ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ WƻƘƴ IŜƴǊȅ bŜǿƳŀƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΤ {ƻƳŜƘƻǿ L ŀƳ 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ L ŀƳ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƛƴΦΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ 
ōŜŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ  ΦΦΦL ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ¸ƻǳΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ¸ƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǘŀǎƪΚ ²Ƙŀǘ 
Řƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƘŜŀŘΚ  
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛŀǊȅΣ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ  ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǎƪΦ 5ƛǎŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ DƻŘϥǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ DƻŘ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀƛǊȅΚ  DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ Iƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ !ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ DƻŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  Lƴ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿŀȅǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ DƻŘϥǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΚ Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΚ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Iƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ΦΦ 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōŀǇǘƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ƘŀǾŜ 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ 
нуΥмфύΦ 
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Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦΦΦΦ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ōȅ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜǎ ǳǎ IŜ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭƭȅ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ Řƻ Iƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ  
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ Iƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ            

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇƻŜƳ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ мфлу ōȅ aƛƴƴƛŜ IŀǎƪƛƴǎΣ ǊŜŀŘ ōȅ YƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
ǊŀŘƛƻ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƛƴ мфофΦΦ 

!ƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΥ 
άDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƴŀȅ ǘǊŜŀŘ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦέ 
!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΥ 
άDƻ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŀƴŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 
¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǿŀȅΦέ 

aŀȅ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ  

                                                                                 DŜƻŦŦ 

 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 

ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ Φ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 

ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 

know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 

will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 

 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally 18th to 25 th January and the 
Churches Together in Pocklington, CTIP, share worship together. 
 
The service is on Sunday 22nd January and this year will take place at the Methodist Church 
at 11.00am, shared by congregations from All Saints, the Pocklington Christian Fellowship, 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Methodist Church. There is no service at All Saints at 
10.45am on that day, but there is an 8.00am Communion service. 
 
The worship will be based on the verses from   2 Corinthians 5: 14-20 and this year the 
service has been produced by Christians in Germany. Each year a different country 
produces the service material. Do come along and enjoy worship with Christians from the 
other churches in our town. 
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You  

                 

 

Friday, 25th November at midday saw the start of 16 days of Activism against Gender Based 
Violence and we lit a candle and held a short service of prayer in the Lady Chapel. 
 
On Tuesday, 6th December we held our Advent Service. It was a lovely service led by Revd. 
Geoff Hollingsworth and the preacher was our Diocesan MU Chaplain, Revd. Canon John 
Ford. Thank you to Dot & Ken Townley for preparing the service and to Bronnie for playing 
the organ. It was good to see our Archdeaconry Vice President Hilary Castle and also 
members from other Branches. There was plenty of fellowship afterwards when we 
enjoyed cake and mulled wine. Thank you to Pat and Margaret for the baking. 
 
The next meeting is on Tuesday, 3rd January when it will be "Party Time". 
 
May I wish everyone a Happy and Healthy 2017. 
 
With many Blessings 

Josie Penter  

                                                                                         

                                       
As we enter any new year, I often wonder what it will bring, but also look back to see what 

really sticks out in my mind from the previous 12 months.  When I think of Little Saints I can 

ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿŜŜƪΥ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

researching some story and song ideas and how the children can help me tell the story, 

enjoying fellowship with new and familiar faces and seeing our little children grow and 

change and become more aware of their own thoughts and feelings and those of their 

friends. All these new experiences can be very tricky for pre-

ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎΣ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊΩΣ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ 

encouraged to do more and more for themselves which can highlight 

what we can do on our own and where we might need a little help. 

We recently had a session where we looked at some very simple 

sums.  
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We had 4 sums written down and the children were able to work out, by counting on their 

fingers, the answers to: 1+1, 1+2 and 2+2.  But then it got a bit tricky. The last sum was 

29+57.  The children held up their fingers, started to count, and then it all went very quiet- 

ǿŜΩŘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴŜȄǘΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

start on our toes? Well, we thought that may only help for so long!  As luck would have it, I 

had a calculator in my bag - something we could use when we had not enough fingers and 

toes, and no paper to work out the sum. Children love a gadget so we had all sorts of sums 

typed in and answers given and we did eventually come up with 86. Every day we stumble 

across things we find difficult - things that we may not be able to do on our own. I think 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ 

get in the way, but we made a list of who we could ask if we were struggling with 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ƻǊ ŀ ōƛƎ ǿƻǊǊȅΥ aǳƳƳȅΣ 5ŀŘŘȅΣ bŀƴƴȅΣ DǊŀƴŘŘŀŘΣ 

our best friend, our teacher and of course God ς who is always with us and loves it when 

ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭǇΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ IŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ нфҌртҐусΣ ōǳǘ sometimes just the 

asking makes the problem seem not so bad.  

bƻǿ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ aŀǊŎƘ LΩƳ ǎƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƛŘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŘ 

up of feeling a bit guilty about not being very good at sticking to it ς but maybe this year, 

instead of trying to give up chocolate or cake (not a chance), I might start to listen to the 

advice of the children and talk to God more, ask Him for His help, even when L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 

such a little insignificant matter, and try to spend a bit more time on the other part of the 

conversation with God ς ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

like little sponges and soak up all kinds of information and 

facts ς ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ нлмт ǘƻ 

encourage their relationship and conversation with God, and 

each other, as much as we can. That would be something 

worth sticking to! 

Dear God, Thank you for helping us when we find things 

difficult.  May we remember that there are lots of people 

willing to help us and that we can ask for your help too.  Amen. 

Kirsty 
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Christmas at All Saints ς  a rich experience    by Rodney Nicholson 

 
I have not witnessed all the Advent/pre-Christmas events at All Saints but those I have 

attended have been enjoyable and indeed inspiring. Kathleen and I came with a friend from 

our old parish to the Advent evening service, sung by Good Company, with Michael Cooper. 

In our friend, JoaƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ L 

too felt the singing and music to be uplifting and a good start to Advent. I could not be at 

the Christingle service on 4th December with Rachel and Bronnie but I hear it all went really 

well. 

 The Christmas concert by the Pocklington Singers on Saturday 10th was excellent too, 

offering a delightful selection of seasonal songs, interspersed with readings. I was 

ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ пм ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘǳƴŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ Ψ!ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ aŀƴƎŜǊΩΦ 

The one the choir sang was familiar and a welcome change from the usual tune, which is 

fine for a service with children present. With such a strong lead from the Singers, the 

congregational carols were a joy to sing. 

 All Saints church has close links with Pocklington School but we also enjoy good 

relations with Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, fostered by Mike Bailey, who 

maintains the church link. The school staged a brilliant concert in church, of which the 

crowning glory was the Halleluiah Chorus performed by a seventy-strong choir and 

orchestra. Freddie Taylor, a first year pupil, who also plays in a band, put his heart and soul 

ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǊƴŜǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ±ŀǳƎƘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ 

Somerset Carols. Martin, the head of music, has clearly done a superb job. 

The following morning, Wednesday 14th, the whole school ς all 1000 students 

approximately - came to church in three groups for a half hour carol service at 9.30, 10.30 

and 11.30am. Year 10 had prepared this ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ, choosing Mind, the mental health 

ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ WŜƴƴȅ wŀƴƪƛƴΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ IƻƭƎŀǘŜΣ ¸ƻǊƪ Ƙƛǘ 

just the right note in her five-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭΩǎ 

messŀƎŜΥ ΨCŜŀǊ ƴƻǘΣ L ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ 

As I write this, I look forward to the Scouts/British Heart Foundation carol service 

which features solos and a duet by young singers Emma Burke and Tom Baarda, Cubs 

remembering 100 years of their movement (as near to 7.17pm as we can make it), laying 

ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎέΣ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǉǳƛȊ ōȅ 

Michael Cooper, plus popular carols and more. 

The consumerism of Christmas is often lamented, with justification. I would rather, 

however, be positive and focus on the excellent programme on offer at All Saints, 

Pocklington and elsewhere. 
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                   Sharing God's blessings. 

Innocent children whose lives are yet still young  

Lie limp limbed, skin drawn taut over visible bones, 

Their round eyes staring, "Help me!" they seem to cry, 

As war and famine steal their lives and homes. 

"Is it 'amen' to the Yemen"? the scorched earth sighs 

And parents remain helpless, too weak to give tongue 

To their anger and anguish at the horror in their land. 

 

So who are we, and where are we  

In this world of desperate need, 

Where children wail and sob with hunger, 

Clinging to parents who can only sit and wait  

For aid to come from far off places, 

And pray that it will not come too late? 

Oh who are we if we can only stand and stare, 

Or turn our backs, or hide our face? 

Christ calls us now to show His love, to share  

The bounty that we receive through His good grace. 

And however little we can give to these our sisters, brothers, 

May it show to them a fraction of God's kind face, 

His face of love shining out His blessings, 

Pouring down His compassion, comfort and hope  

Into their sea of suffering, that dry and desert place. 

 

                       Paddy. 

 
News from SǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎΣIǳƎƎŀǘŜ ό/ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ IǳƎƎŀǘŜ bŜǿǎύ 
 
 A lot of maintenance and repair is being tackled to improve the use and look of the church.  
Visitors may have noticed that the worn carpet, which was trapping damp in the floor and 
damaging the structure, was lifted in the summer. The paving is now drying out, and looks 
much better than the tired carpet.  Some repairs to the roof and cleaning of the bell tower 
should start soon, along with removal of overgrown trees in the churchyard. Long needed 
repairs to joinery, to make safe unstable flooring in the chancel, are also due shortly. A plan 
is in place to extract the unused water storage tank from the north aisle, releasing some 
space for rearrangement or storage. As the tank has been boxed in by pews for many years, 
this operation may be something of an exciting spectacle! Advice is being obtained about 
planning a lighting scheme which will both give better illumination for the congregation and 
show off the beautiful architecture of the building 
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                                                York Anglican Cursillo 

I was lucky enough to attend a Cursillo weekend at Wydale Hall, Brompton near 

Scarborough recently .It was a truly a tremendous experience .From the moment we 

arrived we were showered with love and kindness in a very peaceful setting. 

Cursillo is a movement of the Church providing a method by which Christians are 

empowered to grow through prayer, study and action .The participants are called 

άtƛƭƎǊƛƳǎέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƛǎ based on the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, 

but instead of trekking many miles we go on a spiritual pilgrimage staying at Wydale Hall 

Retreat House. 

On this weekend there were 6 of us attending as pilgrims, but the groups can be up to 16 

people. There were 20 Cursillo members there to help settle us in, guide us and give talks 

throughout the weekend .They have training meetings before hand and pray for us. 

Cursillo members throughout the country and the world pray for the new pilgrims and 

send prayer cards and greetings to all of us .The generosity and love we were shown was 

quite amazing .There were two spiritual advisors on hand at all times to give us help and 

support of needed. 

Each day started with a Eucharist in the Chapel followed by breakfast and then talks were 

given in the conference room. We had five short talks each day .After each talk we had 2 

minutes meditation followed by group discussion, later on giving feed back to the whole 

group. 

Although the days were very full, we were given regular coffee/tea breaks .We also had 

some free time to go out and explore the wonderful gardens or get a drink from the Bar 

before meals .We had three meals (Buffet style ) a day which were excellent and catered 

for a variety of diets. 

Following our weekend we get the chance to meet up with people who have attended 

Cursillo at group reunions to help inspire each other on our Christian journey .We also 

have the opportunity to meet others from across the Diocese at meetings called Ultreyas, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƻƴǿŀǊŘ ςƪŜŜǇ ƎƻƛƴƎ ά 

It was a privilege to have so many people share their different experiences and Faith 

journeys with the help and support of Cursillo. There were letters from people all over 

the world offering their prayers and encouragement .It certainly gave us the opportunity 

to look at our own Faith and discover our own gifts and any weaknesses. We could 

discuss any concerns we had at any time with the spiritual advisors. 

So much effort was put into the weekend, we had a constant supply of sweets (including 

Jelly Babies) on our tables which were regularly replenished by the gofers! We made so 

many new friends who we will keep in touch with through Cursillo meetings. 
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Each day ended with prayers in the Chapel and on our final day the Bishop of Selby came 

to the Eucharist Service along with many other Cursillo members, where we were 

presented with our Cursillo crosses .We had the opportunity to give our feedback of the 

weekend in the final service. 

The weekend runs from Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon .The purpose of the 

weekend ςin the words of Cursillo ςis to άǎŜƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ witnesses, empowered by 

the Holy Spirit to call other ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ άΦ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Řƻƴe through 3 days 

of prayer and worship; short talks coupled with opportunities to reflect and respond; 

good food and much fun. 

I certainly felt inspired by my 3 days and cannot speak highly enough of the weekend. 

The love and support that you are given exceeds anything I have experienced. I now pray 

that many of you will take up the opportunity to attend one of these courses .The next 

one will be held at Wydale Hall in May 2017. 

Pat Herbert 

. 

 

 Rotas!  It is time to think about doing the Cleaning Rotas and Sunday Coffee Rotas for next 

year.  Could I ask if people would consider helping, it is only once every six weeks if we have 

enough volunteers. We all enjoy having a coffee after the service and sitting in a beautiful 

clean Church.  Please help if you are able to do so.  Contact Pat Herbert on 303605. Many 

thanks. 

Church Flowers at Christmas 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped to decorate the Church 

so beautifully for the Christmas Season.  All the effort has been very much admired by both 

the congregation and visitors. 

 May I also thank those who contributed so generously towards the Flower Fund.  Your 

support is essential and always very much appreciated.  

Once again may I remind everyone that we are always looking for new members to join the 

Team.   I feel sure there are some who would like to try arranging flowers but feel they are 

not good enough ς honestly, experience is not necessary.  Please have a word with myself 

or any member of the Team.  

I wish you all a Happy and Peaceful New Year. 

Betty Douglas 

 

I                                                                                             
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{ǘ aŀǊȅ ϧ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘ 

 

In the community and tŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊȅ ϧ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ƛƴ tƻŎƪƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ 

ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘΦ 

Many of you will know that we have a little Catholic Primary School in Pocklington, on the 

site next door to the Infant School, at the end of Maxwell Road.  It is a flourishing and 

happy school for children from ages 4 to 11 with just over 100 pupils on roll. 

Our school, like all Catholic schools and many Church of England schools, is Voluntary 

Aided.  This means that, although it is a state funded school, the Diocese contributes to the 

building costs.  In return for these contributions, Voluntary Aided schools have a greater 

influence over the running of the school, such as the appointment of Foundation Governors 

and more control over admissions.    

The school and Parish community have to raise 10% of any capital expenditure -that is any 

money spent on the building, on the playground, on the boiler- the list goes on and on, and, 

of course, the costs soon mount up.  For example, three years ago we were lucky enough to 

receive a government grant of £60,000 to upgrade our little kitchen.  What a difference it 

made!   For the first time in years we were able, once again, to cook fresh meals on site for 

the children.  But the governors had to find £6,000 towards that cost. 

As you can imagine, the raising of these funds is a constant on-going need - just as the 

building needs are constant and on-going.  But our real dream is to try and raise money 

towards a new school hall.   Our school, like so maƴȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

much smaller number of children.  Fifty years ago there were less than 50 children in the 

school, now there are more than 100.  Over the years we have managed to expand to meet 

the growing numbers, with an extra classroom and cloakrooms; more staff and office 

accommodation; and greater playground areas.  The one area we have not managed to 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŀƭƭΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ -we have huge hopes for our 

children-  but we are still a long way off finding the money, which could be more than 

£600,000 !    

So every fund-ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ tƘƛƭ DƛƭōŀƴƪΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪ ƛƴ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ нпth February, is a 

step in the right direction. 

Rowan Blake-James 
 
01759 302519 
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200 Club 
 
The 2017 200 Club already has over 100 members and the first draw will be made in 
January.  If you would like to support the Church with just £12 you may win a monthly prize 
of £25 or a quarterly prize of at least £75.  Forms are at the back of the Church or ring Julian 
Tremayne on 01759 306527. 
 
Thank you.  Julian 
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WHAT SHALL I WEAR TODAY? was the name of the article in last month's magazine, 

looking at the variety of clerical vestments, their colours, use and origins. 

The article concluded with the comment that once the right clothing for the service has been 

decided upon, the next decision is -  WHICH SERVICE AM I TAKING? 

If you thought the variety of vestments was complicated, this is nothing compared to the 

variety of services. 

 

There is Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Holy Communion, A Service of the Word, all these 

for genral worship on a Sunday, plus what are called Occasional Offices, which comprise of 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. The word Occasional is a misnomer as they are certainly 

not occasional in the strict sense of the word. In our Pocklington Group we have about 120 per 

year! This is in addition to services every Sunday and mid week. 

 

Each service has its own origins. The Holy Communion for example has its origins in the Last 

Supper, shared by Jesus with his disciples on Maundy Thursday before his arrest and 

crucifixion the day after, Good Friday. At the Last Supper Jesus took the bread, blessed it and 

distributed it among the twelve disciples and commanded them to Do This In Remembrance 

Of Me. Likewise with the wine, after supper he took the wine, blessed it and distributed it, 

again saying Do This In Remembrance Of Me. Since that evening 2000 years ago, this 

command has been followed and has become our Holy Communion service. It has various 

names ï The Lord's Supper, Mass, the Eucharist. Throughout time it has modified its language, 

whilst retaining its basic structure and in 1662 both structure and wording were fixed in what 

we call the Book of Common Prayer, BCP. Many people love the words of that service and in 

our Group of churches we still have the BCP communion service.  

 

In time some felt the words should be modernised and an attempt was made to modify them 

in 1928 resulting in what we call the The Green Prayer Book and although it was never 

formally approved many churches used that 1928 service. Again some desired to update the 

wording and so we had in 1980 the Alternative Service Book which was authorised for just 20 

years, expiring in 2000 when it was replaced by what we have and use today, called Common 

Worship.  

 

 In addition there are a variety of books with Additional or Seasonal material with sentences 

and prayers for use at different times of the year. This results in our having a basic Holy 

Communion service with seasonal variations for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 

Trinity and special Sundays such as Palm Sunday, All Saints Day, Saints Days. 

 

As a result there is now a separate Holy Communion book for each season of the year and 

these are colour coded eg purple for Advent and Lent, White for Christmas, Epiphany and 

Gold for Easter, and green for Trinity. 
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That is a simple introduction to the Holy communion Service In addition there are the other 

servics which likewise have seasonal material and alternative sentences. 

All services used in the Church of England have to be authorised by the church, called  the 

Authorised Services.When a priest is ordained he/she makes the Declaration of Assent 

affirming to use only the Authorised Services. Ministers cannot use any service which takes 

their fancy ï it has to be an authorised one. 

SO ---- having decided which vestments to wear, the next question is Which Service Am I 

Taking? As you can see there is a plethora of services, seasonal material, additions and 

variations. 

If you have wondered why there are so many service books at church, all a different colour, 

hopefully the above information will shed some light on the reasons.      Geoff     

      

 

The front cover of the magazine is always in colour and if you have a suitable photograph 

or painting of local interest that could adorn an issue, then please send it on to me. Also if 

you would like to write a piece for the magazine I would be pleased to include it ςit could 

be about a town or church that you visited, a local event, a craft activity. 

Please have a word if you are uncertain as to whether it would appropriate. 

               The Magazine is printed each month in the office. However it is also on the  
Church's website to download (along with the bi-monthly Link) 
                                          www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 
 
     

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
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Better together  by Rodney Nicholson 

 
MOST of us will have family members who are, or were, worshippers in non-Anglican 

churches. No doubt some readers of this magazine have transferred, at some stage in their 

life, to the Anglican Church. Such a flow between churches is healthy because we all, 

through baptism and faith, belong to the one body of Christ. 

 It is good that today, as has been the case for many years, we are not in competition 

with each other. We need one another and we work to the same end: worshipping God and 

serving his kingdom. Sadly we remain separate churches, and such division is a scandal. 

WŜǎǳǎ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ άǘƘȅ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜǎέΣ 

lacks sincerity if that same Church is not doing all it can to unite, not for its own sake but, in 

WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜέΦ 

 Here in Pocklington clergy/ministers and representatives of the four churches meet 

twice a year specifically to plan joint activity. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comes 

in January, when on Sunday 22nd  at 11am there will be a united service at the Methodist 

Church, for which Neville Simpson is preparing an imaginative act of worship. Do please 

support this with your presence. Other joint events follow during the year, including the 

Lent Course, A united act of witness in the town centre on Good Friday and The Big Sing at 

Burnby Hall on Sunday June 11. 

Yes, Christian unity is important because Jesus prayed for it. Not to take it seriously 

means treating lightly what Jesus considered a priority. He knew that his mission to bring 

the Good News into the world would be far less effective if his followers were disagreeing 

among themselves. God is one ς Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Church which is his body 

on earth should also be one. Unity among Christians is also a sign of hope for the world. 

How can we expect people in Syria or Nigeria to get on together if we Christians, who have 

so much in common, disagree?  

Being individuals, with our own idiosyncrasies, we shall not always think the same 

way. There are some matters of belief where not all Christians think alike, just as different 

styles of worship appeal to different people. The same applies to a family, whose members 

may not agree about everything. On the fundamentals, however, as expressed in the 

Nicene Creed, we are united and, so long as we love the one Lord Jesus Christ, we should 

come together as closely as possible for his sake.  

άbŜǾŜǊ Řƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǘǘƻΦ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 5ŀǾƛŘ 

Shepherd and Archbishop Derek Warlock practised this in Liverpool in the 1980s, with great 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ aŀȅ ǿŜ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 

truly one. 

 

The deadline for the January edition is 9am Friday 20th January and 
should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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                                     The Study of All Saints Building Materials     by Phil Gilbank          
The study of All Saints building materials as a way of understanding the history of the church 

has continued through 2016, and an appeal has now gone out to ask if anyone has the 

software or expertise to create a plan of the church that portrays all its different building 

periods. 

Pocklington Local History Group and Friends of All Saints joined forces earlier in the year to 

bring the expert of East Yorkshire church stone, Richard Myerscough, to come over from 

Bridlington to inspect All Saints; and it turned out to be a fascinating visit, which has added 

much to our knowledge of All Saints and also opened new avenues of research.  

 

Richard (who was delighted to be greeted by his namesake and All Saints churchwarden, 

Brian Myerscough) is a geologist, so he studies the history of a church through its building 

materials. He has lectured and written extensively about Yorkshire Wolds churches, and has 

investigated several village churches in the Pocklington Group; but this was the first time he 

had looked at All Saints. He found it a really interesting edifice, and in particular he was able 

to give new focus to the origins of the church. 

 

He was also able to identify that the oldest part of All Saints - the cruciform core of nave 

and north and south transepts, the odd shaped, yellow and orange-brown stone walling - is 

of indigenous 'rubble' construction. The original builders of All Saints did not use quarried 

stone (there was no local source of stone of sufficient quality that could be quarried), but 

they would have collected pieces of a usable size from the fields around the town. Some of 

the square limestones amongst this early construction are undoubtedly reused and were 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ΨǊƻōōŜŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜŀǊōȅ wƻƳŀƴ ǾƛƭƭŀǎΦ 

 

With local materials limited and likely to have run out, this meant that the stone of the 

second building phase at All Saints - the aisles on either side of the nave ς had to be 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ Ψ.ƛǊŘǎŀƭƭ DǊƛǘǎǘƻƴŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 5Ǌ 

[ŜŀŘƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муфлǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΥ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

the stone used in building this church was brought from Acklam-on-the-²ƻƭŘǎΩΦ 

The final phase in the 15th century, including the tower, saw that stone identified as West 

Yorkshire limestone, likely from Tadcaster.  

A particularly notable find from this re-examination of the interior and exterior of All Saints 

was the 'discovery' of an early Anglo-Norman cross built into the back wall of the church. The 

cross, described as an 'expanded armed' or Maltese cross, has been identified as being from 

the first quarter of the 12th century, circa 1120, and is built into the exterior west wall of the 

church, close to a perpendicular window. It would originally have been the gravestone of a 

notable local citizen, and was reused when the church was extended around two centuries 

after his death. 
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More information on the cross has been provided by Dr Aleksandra McClain, a lecturer in 

medieval church architecture at York University, and a leading expert in late Saxon and Anglo-

Norman monuments. 

She commented: "It's a gravestone from the early 12th century, my guess would be 1120-
1130. It's not unusual for such stones to be reused a couple of centuries later in church 
ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΣ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
could also have stood in the churchyard within the area of the extension. 

ϦLǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿƻƴƪȅ - the upper left section of the cross is not symmetrical. You see a lot of that 
in earlier crosses, it indicates it was a locally produced piece rather than being bought in 
from further afield from a professional workshop." 

The person that the cross commemorates must have been of some wealth and standing to 
have afforded such a memorial, but unfortunately there is no way of identifying who it 
might have been. Early Norman gravestones often have additional emblem adjacent to the 
cross - a sword indicating a knight or lord, shears for their wives, or a books and chalices for 
priests - but in this case the re-used gravestone has been 'trimmed' to fit into the wall and 
any emblem it might have had was destroyed. 

Nevertheless it provides a unique link with both the early All Saints and Pocklington's roots 
in the early Norman period. 
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Richard Myerscough also believes that the large mis-shaped stones at the foot of the pillar 
in the downstairs meeting room are foundation stones from the earliest wooden church on 
the site, possibly stretching back to Saxon times. More information was also shared about 
our font ς it is fashioned from Purbeck marble, and is thought to be the only surviving 
Purbeck marble font in Yorkshire. 

The visit also threw up a conundrum. The small, white rectangular slabs dotted around the 
ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ΨIƛƭŘŜƴƭŜȅ [ƛƳŜǎǘƻƴŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ 
building materials in the country. So how did quantities of Hildenley, usually reserved for 
monasteries, cathedrals and stately homes, come to be used for All Saints floor repairs? The 
IƛǎǘƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ !ƴŘǊŜǿ {ŜŦǘƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǊŜǳǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ²ƛƭǘƻƴ ς ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
residence would certainly have demanded high status building materials, when it fell into 
ruins in the 15th century some of its stone was used to build a manor house next to the 
church at Bishop Wilton, and this manor house was demolished around 1902 at the very 
time that All Saints was undergoing a major refurbishment, including having its old pews 
removed and being re-floored. 

An initiative to develop the findings of original visit has been picked up by the Pocklington 
U3A Mediaeval Churches group, led by Chris Bond, who have subsequently made a 
photographic study of All Saints, taking hundreds of photographs of the interior and 
exterior of the church. 

And they are next meeting in All Saints at 10.30am on Thursday 9 February to analyse 
discuss their findings. From this they hope to develop a new plan of the building detailing 
its various periods, hence the appeal for software or person to help them produce it. If 
anyone has or knows of such expertise, please contact Chris Bond or Phil Gilbank. 


