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Christmas Presence 

 

*Christmas is a time when we want our past 

forgotten and our PRESENT remembered 

 

*Christ was content with a stable when He was 

born so that we could have a mansion when we die. 

 

For God loved the world so much that He gave His 

one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

Him will not perish, but have eternal life. 

 

You can never truly enjoy Christmas until you can 

look up into Godôs eyes and tell Him you have 

received His present to you ï his Christmas gift ï 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Happy Christmas everyone, enjoy your presents as 

you accept His Presence. 

December 2011/January 2012 - Published by the Pocklington Group of Churches 
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Good News Singers 
 

Fellowship  Prayer 

Songs  Readings 

Refreshments 
 

At Barmby Moor Methodist 

Church 

16 December & 27 January 

start at 7.30 

No charge superb supper 

All Welcome 

Everyone is welcome at any or all of the  
meetings that are in The Link.  

 

Prayers for Healing 

At All Saints 

Pocklington 

In the Lady Chapel 

Every Monday  

12 noon 

For about half an hour 

Please feel free to ask 

for prayer, and/or join 

us. 
 

Contact Paddy Palmer 

01759 304099 

 
Silent night, holy night,  

all is calm, all is bright,  

round yon virgin 

mother and child,  

Holy infant so tender 

and mild,  

sleep in heavenly peaces  

ALL SAINTS 

Pocklington 
 

Ch@tt  
 

Food and Drink for Body 

and Soul 

Join us for a fresh look at 

life, the Universe and 

Everything 
 

All ages welcome from 1 

week to 101 years 
 

Every Sunday @5.15pm 

for 45 minutes 
01759 304721 for more info 
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Large print versions of óThe Linkô are 

available on request 
 

Articles to be sent to: 

Mike & Freda Bailey, 

Rose Villa, Town Street, Shiptonthorpe, YO43 3PE 

8: thelink2010@ymail.com 
(: 01430 873318.   

Next copy deadline 

Friday 13 January 2012 
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The Pocklington Group of Parishes  
Combined Benefices 0f Londesborough Wold and Pocklington Wold  

Church Office T: 01759 306045   E: office@allsaintspock.plus.com  

 

Vicar;   Rev G H Holingsworth  

Curate:   Rev R Haughty  
 

Priests Readers 
Lay Worship 

Leaders 
RMH Rebecca Haughty BB Bronnie Broadhurst MB Mike Bailey 
GH Geoff Hollingsworth PP Paddy Palmer BJ Brian James 
EH Eric Hoskin DVR David Rumbelow SP Sue Pulko 
SJ Shelagh Jones JS Jenny Skedd ECS Liz Stott 
SEM Sylvia Mutch BS Brian Snelson   
LJS Les Slow PT Paul Taylor   
JZ Jenny Zarek     

 

 

Church Wardens 
 

St Giles, Burnby 
Mr J Hewitt   01759 302622 

St Ethelburga, Great Givendale 
Mr J Goodhart 01759 368817 
Mrs A Larard 01759 368123 
 

St Martin, Hayton 
Mrs E Thackray   01759 304317 
 

St Mary, Huggate 
Mrs R Braithwaite   01377 288422 
Dr E Taylor             01377 288040 
 

All Saints, Londesborough 
Mrs B Ashwin   01430872225 
 

Saint Margaret, Millington 
Mr B Sheard         01759 304783 
Mrs S Sheard       01759 304783 
 

St James, Nunburnholme 
Mrs S Toyne   01759 304948 
Dr  B James   01377 288420 
 

All Saints, Pocklington 
Mr G Thompson   01759 304809 
Mrs H Slow           01759 303888 

All Saints, Shiptonthorpe 
Mr S Jones   01430 871612 
Mr C Mole    01430 871870 
 

 

Editor:  Freda Bailey ð 01430 873318..f4freda@ymail.com  

mailto:office@allsaintspock.plus.com
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FROM THE VICARAGE  
This month we look forward to celebrating Christmas, the birth of our 

Lord, Jesus. It is a wonderful and exciting time. As Christians, how do 

we prepare for it? 

Before Christmas we have the four weeks of the season called Advent. 

This is our time of preparation when we reflect on the first coming of 

Jesus Christ into our world as an infant and we look to the second 

coming when Christ will return as judge of both the living and the dead. 

In our church services we listen to the story of the birth of Jesus and we 

wonder at the enormous love of God for the world.  

Jesus taught us how to live and invites us to follow His example of 

serving each other in love. At Christmas the gifts we give and receive 

can serve as a reminder of Godôs gift of love to us: God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16). 

As Christians we believe that Jesus will come into our world again, not 

as an infant but as Lord and Judge. How do we prepare for this second 

coming? 

Jesus tells us to love God and to love each other. His examples are very 

practical. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.ô (Matthew 

25:35). 

All of us are able to do at least one of these practical tasks to show our 

love for others. Let us endeavour to amend our lives to become more 

Christ like and prepare for that day when we meet Him face to face. 

 

In Church we make Advent special by using purple vestments, having 

an Advent wreath and not having flowers. At home we can use an 

Advent calendar and an Advent candle as part of our preparation. 

Everyone is invited to come along to our Advent and Christmas 

Services, the details are in the magazine. 

I take this opportunity to encourage you with your Advent preparations 

and to wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas.                                                                                                           
Geoff 
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PUT A STAMP ON IT!  This year the Post 

Office have not only issued Christmas Stamps with the 

Nativity on them, the stamps also have a Bible verse at 

the bottom!  Three cheers for the Post Office ï they 

have recognised that Christmas is actually about Christ.  

So how can we do our bit?  Well last year I bought 100 Christmas 

stamps, and I am still using them.  This year, I will do the same so that 

whenever I send a letter, pay a bill or send a Birthday card, I am sending 

a bit of Christmas cheer as well.  If you run a business, you could 

estimate how many stamps you would need for the year.  Another bonus 

ï you might avoid another price increase.  So come on, get stamping. 

 

News from Londesborough 
 

Our Annual Christmas Social 

Evening will be on Friday 

December 7
th
 in the Reading 

Room from 7pm.  There will be a 

Tombola, refreshments and a 

drink to sustain ourselves and 

celebrate.  A festive start to 

Christmas.. 

 

The magnificent sum 

of £369.36 has been 

raised for The Royal British Legion 
 

December 11
th

  is our Carol Service ï Lessons and carols, as in other 

years.  This service will be at 5pm, so the children can attend and still 

be in bed ready for school the next day 
 

Christmas Eve  The service will be at 8pm this year 
 

January will be a quiet month in Londesborough, but hopefully, with 

less severe weather than last year. 

We then look forward to February 19
th

 and 26
th

 which will be our 

Snowdrop Sundays, weather permitting. 
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Exploring Christian Meditation 
 
On the last Tuesday of each month, a group of us meet in the meeting 

room at All Saints, Pocklington for a session in Christian Meditation 

 

Meditation is perhaps mainly associated with eastern spirituality, but 

Christian meditation also has a long history, back to the roots of our 

faith.  Christian meditation can be described as a peaceful focus on 

God.  It takes many forms, whether focusing on a verse from the Bible, 

or  using significant objects, or music.  The ultimate aim is always the 

same, that peaceful focus on God.   

  

The Bible contains many references to meditation and there are 

numerous     examples of Saints meditating.   If you watched the BBC 

TV series last year, ñThe Big Silenceò, you will have an inkling of the 

popularity of meditation today.  It is popular, because it can be 

genuinely helpful. 

  

The aim of these sessions is to help you find your best way to be still in 

Godôs presence, to be honest with him about what you are and want, and 

to be open to what he wants to show you.  The more natural this 

becomes, the easier it becomes to enter into what is happening in a Bible 

passage and find in it  what God has for you. 

  

We work on all this as a group, but everything you do will be individual 

and personal: there will no request for anyone to share any of their 

experience with anyone else. 

 

Everyone is welcome, irrespective of whether you have no experience of 

Christian meditation, or lots, or somewhere in between. 

 

There is no meeting in December but if you would like to join us on the 

last Tuesday in January (31
st
), just come to the meeting room for 2pm.  

The session lasts an hour. 

 

If you would like further information, please contact Shelagh Jones 

(01430 871612). 
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News from Nunburnholme 
Safari Sunday Lunch 

One sunny Sunday in September 

the Jubilee Committee held a very 

successful Safari Lunch.  The 

lunch, in five venues, started with 

canapés and cava at Totterdown, 

then prawns and avocados at 

Beckside, next was steak casserole 

and jacket potatoes at Hessey, after 

that chocolate brownies and raspberry fool at Woodgarth the final 

course was coffee, cheese and biscuits at Low Farm!  At the end of a 

delightful day the forty seven people in attendance showed their 

appreciation by supporting the raffle and raising a further £100 for the 

Jubilee funds.  In all, the grand sum of £805 was raised, thanks to the 

generosity of those attending. 

The money will be used to pay for the continued maintenance of the 

churchyard, which is of a very high standard, thanks to Lawrie Jenkins.  

 

Bell Ringers 

On Sunday 16 October a special service was 

held in church to commemorate the peal board 

given by The Beverley and District Bell Ringers 

Association to mark the 1000
th
 peal rung at 

our church on 10 May 2010.  The Beverley 

and District ringers rang a quarter peal 

after the service to mark the occasion. 

Our own Nunburnholme bell ringers band 

have been learning to ring since May, and at 

last our dedicated teachers have decided that we 

will be ready to officially ring at the Carol Service on 18 December at 

3pm.  So listen (not too carefully) for the sound of the bells beckoning 

you to come to church on that day! 

 

Heritage Lottery Fund Applicatio n 

Some of you may know that, following the last historical óWalk and 

Talkô in March, the Jubilee Committee is now in the process of applying 
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for a Heritage Lottery Grant to carry out some systematic field walking 

in the fields where known heritage sites such as the Nunnery, the Roman 

villa and the mediaeval manor house are situated.  With the help of Dr 

Peter Halkon, whom we are asking to be our consultant, we think the 

time is right to learn more about our culture and the history of village 

life in Nunburnholme; the last time any substantial research was carried 

out was in 1905 by Marmaduke Frederick Charles Morris (the son of 

Rev Francis Orpen Morris).  If you are interested to find out more then 

please become a volunteer.  We will need lots of volunteers to assist 

with archaeological surveys, field walking and the geophysical survey 

which Danny Whelan will be conducting with specialist equipment 

under the guidance of Dr Halkon.  Please contact Muriel on 302738 or 

Ann on 304311 if you would like more information and/or to be part of 

the Nunburnholme heritage team!  

 

Guy Fawkes Party: 

Low Farm was lit up by a spectacular 

firework display at the recent Guy Fawkes 

Party for Nunburnholme villagers.  Phil and 

Marlene OôDriscoll kindly hosted the event 

with mulled wine, hot dogs, jacket potatoes, 

chilli, toffee apples and hot drinks being 

served.  The fireworks and some of the food 

were generously donated by villagers; it was 

an enjoyable evening attended by about 

seventy people. Many thanks go to the organisers, particularly Danny, 

Phil and John who were responsible for setting off the huge collection of 

fireworks!  The Jubilee Committee were pleased to have raised £88 

towards the maintenance of the church and churchyard. 

 

Wine Tasting 

The next social and fund raising event will be a Wine 

Tasting evening on Saturday 3 December at Totterdown 

Farm, 7pm for 7.30pm start, tickets available from Ann 

304311.
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Services for December 2011 
4 Dec Advent 2 Service President Preacher Assistant 

8.00am Pocklington HC BCP SJ   

9.15am Burnby MP CW RMH DVR DVR 

 Hayton HC CW GH GH  

 Huggate AAW PT PT  

10.45am Londesborough MP BCP RMH DVR DVR 

 Nunburnholme AAW BJ   

 Pocklington SE CW GH GH PT 

 Shiptonthorpe HC BCP SJ JS JS 

4.00pm Pocklington MU Service Kitty T.  GH 

5.15 pm Pocklington Ch@tt  

11 Dec Advent 3 Service President Preacher Assistant 

8.00am Pocklington HC BCP GH   

9.15am Burnby MP CW BS BS  

 Gt Givendale HC BCP GH DVR DVR 

 Huggate MP CW JS JS  

 Millington HC CW LJS RMH RMH 

10.45am Pocklington FC CW LJS BB BB 

4.00pm Hayton Carol Service BB   

5.00pm Londesborough Carol Service LJS  RMH 

 
Shiptonthorpe Carol Service MB/FB 

Joint Service with 
Methodists 

5.15pm Pocklington Ch@tt Christingle 

16 Dec Friday Service President Preacher Assistant 

6.30pm Pocklington Special LJS Scouts Carol Service 

7.30pm Burnby Carol service PP  JS 

18 Dec Advent 4 Service President Preacher Assistant 

8.00am Pocklington HC BCP LJS   

9.15am Burnby HC CW SJ SJ  

10.45am Pocklington SE CW GH SJ SJ 

3.00pm Hayton Special BS Short children's service 

 Nunburnholme Carol service BJ Replaces Morning Service 

4.00pm Huggate Christingle BB  RMH 

 Millington Carol service PT   

 Shiptonthorpe Christingle FB/MB Replaces Morning Service 

5.15pm Pocklington Ch@tt Carol singing in town centre 

6.30pm Pocklington Carol service GH   

22 Dec Thursday Service President Preacher Assistant 

7.00pm Shiptonthorpe Special Carol singing round church tower 
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24 Dec Christmas Eve Service President Preacher Assistant 

4.00pm Pocklington Crib service 
Children's Leaders 

Ch@t/Family Communion 
Junior Church/Little Saints 

6.00pm Huggate HC CW GH GH  

7.00pm Great Givendale Carol service RMH   

 Nunburnholme HC CW SEM SEM BJ 

8.00pm Londesborough HC BCP SJ SJ ECS 

11.00pm Shiptonthorpe HC BCP SJ SJ ECS 

11.30pm Pocklington HC CW GH GH RMH 

25 Dec Christmas Day Service President Preacher Assistant 

8.00am Pocklington HC BCP SJ   

9.15am 
Hayton/Burnby 

At Hayton 
HC CW SJ SJ PT 

 Millington HC BCP GH RMH RMH 

10.45am Pocklington SE CW GH RMH RMH 

 

Please check with Church Wardens to ensure 

services are running!  
 

*Away in a Manger is the best known and best loved Christmas Carol, 

according to a survey published in December 2003.  Two thirds of those 

polled said they knew all the words of the carol and more than 7 out of 

10 said they attended a carol service every year.  Silent Night and O 

little town of Bethlehem were 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

 respectively. 

In a question about which person 

was most associated with 

Christmas, the same poll had 

Cliff Richard  in 4
th
 place and 

The Vicar of Dibley in 10
th
.  

They were the only people who 

had any remote association with 

Christianity in the top 10.  The 

Trotter family  came 1
st
 (from 

Only Fools and Horses) and 

Morecombe and Wise 2
nd

.  So while we are enjoying Cliff, Vicar of 

Dibley etc letôs keep Jesus in 1
st
 place as we remember that 

Jesus is the reason for the Season 
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Services for January 2012 
1 Jan Naming of Jesus Service President Preacher Assistant 

8.00am Pocklington HC BCP GH     

9.15am Huggate Special BB Lessons and Carols 

10.45am Pocklington SE CW GH GH BB 

  Shiptonthorpe HC BCP SJ SJ   

8 Jan Epiphany (late) Service President Preacher Assistant 

8.00am Pocklington HC BCP LJS     

9.15am Burnby MP CW BS BS 
 

  Gt Givendale MP BCP PT PT   

  Huggate MP CW DVR DVR   

  Millington HC CW LJS BB BB 

10.45am Londesborough HC BCP SEM BS BS 

  Nunburnholme AAW BJ     

  Pocklington FC CW LJS LJS BB 

  Shiptonthorpe AAW PT PT   

4.00pm Pocklington EP BCP BS BS   

15 Jan Epiphany 2 Service President Preacher Assistant 

8.00am Pocklington HC BCP LJS     

9.15am Burnby HC CW GH RMH RMH 

  Hayton MP CW DVR DVR   

  Huggate HC CW LJS LJS 
 

10.45am Nunburnholme FC CW GH RMH    

   Pocklington SE CW SEM DVR DVR 

  Shiptonthorpe MP BCP ECS     

4.00pm Pocklington EP BCP DVR DVR   

22 Jan Epiphany 3 Service President Preacher Assistant 

8.00am Pocklington HC BCP GH     

9.15am Burnby MP CW JS JS   

  Gt Givendale HC BCP Gail Dalley LJS at Fangfoss 

  Huggate MP CW BJ     

  Millington AAW BB BB   

10.45am Londesborough MP BCP JS JS   

  Shiptonthorpe FC CW LJS BB BB 

11.00am Pocklington Special GH +Martin RMH 

4.00pm Pocklington EP BCP ECS     

29-Jan Epiphany 4 Service President Preacher Assistant 

10.45am Pocklington Special GH RMH RMH 

4.00pm Pocklington Special JS PP   
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Shiptonthorpe News 
 

Morning Prayer  
Morning Prayer will be said in All Saints, 

Shiptonthorpe, at 10.00am on the ollowing 

Fridays: 

2 Dec; 16 Dec; 23 Dec; 30 Dec; 6 Jan. All 

are welcome.  

There will be no Friday Morning Prayer 

services in the remainder of  

January. 
 

Successful Harvest Supper 

Thanks to some superb organisation, the 

first Harvest Supper for some years was held in Shiptonthorpe Village 

Hall on 1
st
 October.  Jean Bean and Eileen Ducker made all the 

preparations for the event, and sold the 60 tickets available well ahead 

of the event.  Helen and John Rogers gave an excellent talk on their time 

in New Zealand and Australia, and were supported by some friends from 

Australia who were visiting them ï it gave a sense of authenticity to the 

talk and the pictures shown of the attractive landscapes in the area. 

Langlands Garden Centre kindly provided a very appetising main 

course, with donations of puddings provided by a number of those 

attending.  The event was complemented by a raffle with plenty of 

prizes donated by people in the village.  The end result was that nearly 

£500 was raised for church funds, and a good time was had by all. 

Harvest Festival Thanks to people who contributed on the day, and to 

those who brought goods a few days later, Mike bailey was able to take 

a óboot fullô of food to the Salvation Army for their ministry to the 

homeless of York.  The SA have thanked us for our contributions 
 

Poppy Appeal 

£228.77 was raised for the RBL.  Many thanks go to Aileen 

Jowitt, Janet Mill and Muriel Phillips for collecting ï and 

many thanks to all who gave. 
 

World Record for Carol Singing 

All Saints Church in Shiptonthorpe will be joining in with a number of 

other churches from York Diocese to bolster the efforts of the English 
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congregations to help break the world record for the largest number of 

people singing carols together across multiple locations.  We need, 

across the world, 15,000 people to join in the carolling which has been 

organised by ChurchAds, Biblelands and Premier Christian Radio.  This 

is an exciting opportunity to get into the Guinness Book of Records ï 

the event takes place on Sunday, 18
th

 December from 7.00pm in All 

Saints Church.  The carols will be well-known ones, and everyone in 

the village is invited to join in to have a good time in the run-up to 

Christmas, and to be a contributor to what we hope will be a world 

record.  This event will be separate from the Christingle service which 

we will be having earlier the same day at 4.00pm. 
 

Every Thursday is Natterbox at Shiptonthorpe Methodist 10-12noon 

Shiptonthorpe Ladies Group meets in the Chapel first Tuesday of the 

month at 7.30pm.  All are welcome 

13 December, Derek Clark will be sharing some óChristmas Eats.ô 
 

The Chatty Gardeners Group  No meetings in December and January 
 

Village Events 
December  

1
st
:  Shiptonthorpe ós Living Advent Calendar starts at Langlands 

Garden centre.  Come along and see the first window lit up in our 

Giant Advent Calendar  
28

th:  
  Shiptonthorpeôs Advent Windows Walk from 5pm - 8pm .  

Maps (£1 ) and refreshments will be available in the Village Hall  

Come along, take a walk around the village to see all our windows lit up 
 

January 2012 
Snow White and the Disco Dwarfs   at the Village Hall  

Tickets  - Adults £5, Children £3, O.A.P.  (Thursday evening only) £4 

19th   (Thursday) Evening  programme starts at 7pm       

20th   (Friday)  Evening  programme starts at 7pm 

21st   (Saturday) Matinee  starts at 2pm Evening at 6pm 

 

Shiptonthorpe Village Hall  - Diary Dates 
Mondays Exercise Class 11am-12 noon   07731 743 561 

Tuesdays Tiny Tots 2pm  3:15pm (Term Time) 01430 872304 

Tuesday MW Young Farmers 7.30pm  01430 871451 
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Thursday Dance and Drama 6-8pm  07531 700300 

Saturday Dance and Drama 9.30-12pm bluebirdsp2p@sky.com 

Friday  Wave Yoga  9.30-10.30     01377 251266 

For more information or to book the Village Hall 

Tel: Janet Miller 01430 872276 or email: janet_miller@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

Thank you to everyone 
who supplied festive 

shoeboxes for this 

worthy cause.  About 30 

boxes were sent from 

Shiptonthorpe.  On a 

recent trip to Cape Town, Mike and I 

were able to re visit an orphanage which had received shoe boxes.  They 

are very much appreciated.  Freda 

 

TINY T OTS 

Tuesdays 2 ï 3.15pm during term time 

At Shiptonthorpe Village hall 

All parents and pre- school children welcome 

£2.00 per family 

Further information from  

Rebecca Ducker:  01430 872304 

Rachel Howlett: 01430 879345 

 

Home Group meets most Wednesdays at 7.30pm.  We are a motley 

group ï a mix of Anglicans, Methodist, Free Church, and occasional 

churchgoers; ages range from 30 to nearly 90, but we would be quite happy to 

extend the range either way!! 

Our main aim in meeting is to study the Bible and see how it applies to our 

lives today.  Sometimes we use a Study Guide, or watch DVDs and we always 

end with a time of prayer.  If you would like to join us or if you have 

something you would like us to pray about, then please ring 01430 873318 to 

check on the venue, or leave your prayer request 
 

Bear Grylls, is all for Alpha  
TV adventurer Bear, presenter of Channel 4s óBorn Survivorô was recently 

appointed the UKôs youngest ever Chief Scout and is a supporter of Alpha 

since taking part in the course with his wife, Sara, at Holy Trinity Brompton. 

mailto:bluebirdsp2p@sky.com
http://uk.mc282.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=janet_miller@tiscali.co.uk
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Bear said óI supported Alpha by doing this advert for one very simple reason: I 

believe the Alpha  

course touches lives. Alpha is such a non pressured and fun course, and it 

shows us how Christianity can be relevant and empowering to our lives.ô 

A ódaytimeô course may be starting in Shiptonthorpe in January.  If you 

would like to join in and find out more about Christianity, in a relaxed, 

congenial atmosphere, do please get in touch by phoning 01430 873318,  

or e mail f4freda@ymail.com.  We will do our best to run, or find a course that 

is convenient for you. 

Wydale Hall 
York Diocesan Retreat and 

Conference Centre 

Brompton by Sawdon 

Scarborough 

YO13 9DG 

01723 859270 

retreat@wydale.org 

admin@wydale.org 

website: www.wydale.org   
 

Full programmes are available on request.  Wydale Hall is easy to find 

being signposted off the Thirsk to Scarborough A170 road between the 

villages of Snainton and Brompton.  There are rail services to York and 

Scarborough. 

 

Every year Prom Praise 

hosts a major concert at 

the Royal Albert Hall.  The 

All souls Orchestra and 

Prom Praise York Choir, co-

hosted by the Archbishop of 

York, Dr John Sentamu. will 

bring the same atmosphere to the newly refurbished Barbican 

Concert hall in York.  

7.30 Saturday 22 nd September 2012  

Tickets will be available from  

The Barbican Box Office : Paragon Street, York, YO10  4NT  

Telephone:    01904 854 2 757  


