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Pastoral Team:
Coordinator: Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean
Parish Visitors:
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor
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Pocklington Deanery Synod Representatives :
Sue Woodcock and Delia Smith
Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council :
Hilary Slow, Barbara Myerscough, Ken Townley, David Brown, Gina Campbell,
Steve Campbell, Ian Ryder, Julie Ryder, Sue Currier, Louis Taylor, John Douglas, and
Kath Gilbank Lyn Stanton

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team
The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit.
Church Wardens:
St Giles, Burnby

Mr C Soukup
Mr J Hewitt

306154
302622

St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale

Mr J Goodhart
Mrs M Stephens

St Martin, Hayton

Mrs E Thackray

St Mary, Huggate

Mrs R Braithwaite
Mrs S Dale

01377 288422
01377 288233

All Saints, Londesborough

Mrs J Fletcher

01430 873554

St Margaret, Millington

Mrs S Sheard

304783

St James, Nunburnholme

Dr A Henworth

302156

All Saints, Pocklington

Mr B Myerscough
Mr N Laws

303331
304307

All Saints, Shiptonthorpe

Mr S Jones
Mrs F Bailey
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368817
01262 678153
304317

01430 871612
01430 873318

FROM THE VICARAGE JANUARY 2018
HAPPY NEW YEAR !
As I write this letter it is the 11th December !! Because of the need to print off the magazine
and the business of Christmas it has to be done now. That's fine .. but it is isn't easy thinking
about a New Year when we are still preparing for Christmas 2 weeks away!
As you read this I hope you did have a wonderful and meaningful Christmas celebration.As
we enter a New Year I have always felt it is like closing a book and I enjoy looking back over
the past year before looking ahead to the new one.
My grand parents married on New Year's Eve in 1908, and I wonder what their preparations
were like and how they must have felt starting the new year as man and wife ... a really new
beginning. I never met those grand parents so never had the opportunity to ask.
The past year at church has been a good one with so much to be thankful for. Lots of great
events, services and fruitful ministry.
The year ahead already has a number of events and special services pencilled in the church
diary.
We look forward in January to holding a Civic Service on Sunday 28th with our local Mayor
and other civic dignatories from our area. This provides an opportunity for the church and
civic leaders to share together, to get to know each other and to work together closely for the
good of the whole community.
Again we anticipate seeing the Tour de Yorkshire coming through Pocklington just a week or
so before the annual Flying Man Festival which is always a great family event for our
community.
What will make 2018 so special for us all as a nation is the Commemoration of the End of
World War One. There will be many events nationally and it is a time for all to pause and
reflect on what happened in that war 1914 – 1918 and of the cost in human lives.
At All Saints Church Pocklington there will be a Flower Festival in September as a
Commemoration and for the past few months preparations and planning meetings have been
taking place. We intend to pay special tribute to all those from this area who lost their lives
in active service and we hope to be able to contact as many of their family descendants to
come and share in the special events with us.
As we enter this new year with plans and hopes let us dedicate the year to God and ask him
to guide us through it. Our Christian faith assures us that God is always with us and we can
do no better than to start the New Year with a prayer to ask God to share the journey with
us ..
Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need of Your
presence and Your guidance as we face the future We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that
is ahead of us—but You alone know what it holds for us, and only You can give us the strength and the
wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So help us to humbly put our hands into Your hand, and to trust
You and to seek Your will for our lives during this coming year.
(Billy Graham)
May God's blessings be with us all in the New Year

Geoff

JOURNEYS INTO PRAYER
Tony & Pam Burdon
A couple of years ago, we led some short courses under the heading “Journeys into Prayer”.
As a follow-on to this, we will be providing an article each month in the magazine during
2018. Each of these articles will offer reflections on different aspects of prayer and ways of
praying. They will also include a “prayer exercise” which you may wish to use as part of
your own prayers and devotions.
The idea of prayer as a “journey” is an important one. Think of the “routine” journeys we
make to familiar places (like the bus into York!). Or maybe you are planning a special
journey in 2018 which will take you to places you haven’t yet explored and which will open
up new horizons. In the same way, prayer is about our everyday walk with God, but it is also
about new discoveries and new adventures as we enter more deeply into the wonder and
mystery of God’s love.
This month we begin the season of the Epiphany, when we recall the journey made by the
Magi as they followed the star, a journey which led them finally to the place where they
met with the Christ Child. Matthew’s account of the story is loaded with meaning, and
reflecting on the story and becoming part of the story ourselves in our imagination can lead
us deeper in our own worship and devotion.
For our “spiritual exercise” this month, look through this year’s Christmas cards before you
recycle them and select one which has a picture of the Nativity. Then plan a journey to a
“special” place. This might be a visit to York or Beverley Minster. (If you haven’t yet been to
visit the newly-restored Hull Minster, this would be a truly special place to visit!).
Alternatively, you could find a quiet corner in one of our churches, but as it’s January not
July, you might want to check first that it’s open! For those of us who are less mobile, recall
a journey which you have made to a “special” or “holy place” and relive the journey in your
imagination. When you reach your destination (real or imagined), spend a few moments in
quiet and then read Matthew’s account of the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12). Take
time to look at your Nativity picture. Offer your own worship and devotion, perhaps using
the words of an Epiphany hymn such as “O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” or
“Brightest and best of the sons of the morning”. Bring your “prayer journey” to a conclusion
with this Epiphany prayer:Lord Jesus,
I offer you the gold of my desire to love, even though I am often uncaring.
I offer you the incense of my longing to pray, even though my spirit can be lukewarm.
I offer you the myrrh of my troubles and frustrations,
even when self-pity and bitterness creep in.
Receive and make good my gifts,
and grant that I may, like the wise men,
find some kneeling-space at Bethlehem, Amen.
Matthew tells us that the wise men “returned to their own country by another road”.
Remember that the Lord will be there alongside us in every “new road” we travel along in
2018.
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On Tuesday 5th December we held our Advent Service in Church. A big thank you to Revd.
Canon Rodney Nicholson for leading the service and his inspirational words on the three
Reflections - Hope in one Another, Hope in our World and Hope in God. Plenty to think
about. Our Archdeaconry Vice-President, Hilary Castle, together with her husband Brian
were present along with a few members from other branches and we were also joined by
our Vicar and some of the congregation of All Saints.
Afterwards everyone enjoyed Refreshments and plenty of Fellowship.
Tuesday, 2nd January 2018 is Party Time. Please come along and have fun.
Wishing everyone a very Happy and Peaceful 2018
With Many Blessings
Josie Penter

The coffee morning at All Saints' on Tuesday 13th Feb 2018 is to be a special Fairtrade
Event, with toast and fairtrade toppings available as well as the usual fare. There will be a
Traidcraft Stall, activities for children, and information about fair trade on display, including
a film. We are holding this event during half-term so that children are able to come.
Judith Micklem
on behalf of Pocklington FLAG - Fairtrade and Local produce Action Group

Many thanks to Joy Hadley for the beautiful painting on the front cover
The deadline for the February edition is Friday 19th January and
copy should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail. com
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Those who touch our lives by Rodney Nicholson
Some people, myself included, enclose a letter with their Christmas card. We received
two Christmas cards one day in the same post which each grabbed our attention for
different reasons. One was from Carol, an old school friend of Kathleen, whose late
husband, Ian Smith, was for many years CMS (then Church Missionary Society) organiser for
the York region. Sadly he died prematurely of a brain tumour over eight years ago. As well
as giving family news, Carol’s letter mentioned her visiting a refugee family from Somalia –
a mother and three little boys. “The friends whom God has brought into my life give me
such joy,” she added. “I have been blessed in making friends with an Iraqi Kurdish family
who are constantly inviting me to come and eat.”
The other card had a hand-written message which began, “This has been a sad year”.
Every year we have received a card from Pauline, the former head of the church school in
my first parish, and her husband John who was ordained later in life after a career in RE
teaching. This time the card was from John only, who explained that Pauline had died in
July. The note added that she was determined to live to see their daughter ordained in
Winchester Cathedral. In the event, she was too ill to attend the service and died four
weeks later.
My mind went back to the 1980s when Pauline was appointed headteacher. I did not
always see eye to eye with her, for she and her husband were critical of Billy Graham,
whom I have always greatly admired. It may have been because they had a Baptist
background and disliked the conservatism of the American Southern Baptists, with whom
Dr Graham had roots. John also seemed not to like some of the hymns found in Mission
Praise, which, as an evangelical, I found surprising. That said, they were most kind in letting
Kathleen and me and our young family stay in their bungalow near Grange-over-Sands for
many happy holidays. Pauline wrote me a kind letter when my father died. We remember
these things.
Last year’s Christmas letter mentioned their daughter’s forthcoming ordination,
which impressed me. Clearly John and Pauline’s faith had been strong and attractive
enough to lead their younger daughter to follow in her father’s footsteps. I think John (now
past 80) encouraged a questioning faith, distrusting easy answers. Certainly over “the gay
issue” he would support a Church that is welcoming and inclusive, and he has always
strongly supported Christian Aid. His card was sad, yet the thought struck me, “Where do
you go if you don’t have Christ?” 56 years of happy marriage, in their case, then nothing.
Faith does not spare us grief but it does promise eternal life and reunion with those we love
who have died in Christ. Charles Wesley puts it well in “Hark, the herald-angels sing” with
his line, “born that man no more may die”. That hope does not die with the end of
Christmas.
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Reader-in-Training
People have asked me if Reader Training is difficult. It is very in depth and the study is very
wide ranging. So far we have engaged with ‘The foundations of Christian Worship’ and ‘The
Old Testament’, both enormous subjects to cover in 12 weeks. Lectures are very
interesting, even though I have covered this ground before. The difficult bit is writing an
essay to prove that one has understood and absorbed what has been taught.
Each week we attend a lecture at Diocesan House, two hours on a Thursday evening. Not
everyone on the course is training to be a Reader, but we are mostly expected to take in
the lectures, do all the extra reading involved and produce about 5,000 words in the form
of essays for each module. It does take over one’s life. All work has to be referenced and we
are expected to quote from at least four, but preferably six or more academic works. This
involves a large amount of Theological reading.
There is also practical training involved. In our large Benefice it is necessary to train by
being involved in services at each of the nine churches. So far it has been a pleasure for me
to be involved in Common Worship services of Communion at Hayton, Huggate and
Nunburnholme. It has been very enjoyable meeting the members of the different
congregations and being warmly welcomed. I have also participated in three services at the
Parish Church.
I have been worshipping at All Saints for almost 25 years. I know many of the congregation
and I am involved in many aspects of the life of the church. But now I am being formed for a
different role. I am no longer just ‘a member of the Mothers’ Union’ or ‘someone who
sometimes helps with flowers’, I am training to be a minister among the congregation. You
will hear me preach, I will be there to listen if you need a sympathetic ear, I will have
different roles and I have to learn how to perform new tasks.
This is not an easy road but I do believe that I am walking very closely with God and he is
leading me on. Most importantly, I am enjoying it, even though it is very strange to wear a
cassock and a surplice and be facing the congregation, not sitting behind it!
Barbara Myerscough

Our Anchor of Hope.
The winter earth, bare and cold looks strangely sterile;
No sign, no not a hint of of growth neither to left nor right.
Yet let sense prevail. Surely hope is never futile
For nature hides many treasures out of sight.
A prevailing hope.
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A robin arrives, tail flicking, bright eyed,
Delicate, dainty. He looks deceptively meek,
For no living insect could expect to hide
From those beady eyes and well honed beak.
A persistent hope.

Daily I glance at this small patch of earth,
And one cold morning comes a great surprise ,
For that frozen soil has given birth
To a fresh green shoot. A miracle before my eyes!
An encouraging hope.

And from this small shoot there slowly unfolds
A stately snowdrop, head bowed, serene.
A precious gift from God, who in His great love holds
Every part of nature, some seen, some yet unseen.
A confirming hope.

Surely this small delicate and delightful flower
Is a sign of hope in this troubled sphere
Where despair is rife, and greed gathers power,
And war and want bring dreadful fear.
A deliverance hope.
A sign of hope from our God and King
Who sees the good in all He has made,
Who loves His creation, and seeks to bring
His healing and wholeness in every part
As promised by His Son, our Lord whose word
“Behold! I make all things new!”
Is a firm anchor of hope for every heart

Paddy.
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Keep Herod in Christmas by Rodney Nicholson
I once heard a speaker at the Greenbelt festival say that, whilst he fully agreed with the
slogan, “Keep Christ in Christmas”, it was also important to keep King Herod in Christmas.
He meant that if we gloss over Herod’s murder of the boys under two years’ old, we have a
sanitised, unreal version of the harsh world into which God was willing to allow his Son to
be born. The idea that “Christmas is mainly a children’s time” is wrong. Yes, children
hopefully have a great time and, yes, the magic of Christmas is a wonderful part of
childhood. Interestingly, however, someone was telling me that Christmas Day in a
hotel/restaurant is lovely whereas Boxing Day has a less happy atmosphere with frayed
nerves, tiredness and a bit of falling out.
Well, I would not know, but there’s certainly the feeling that by December 27th the
season of joy is over for another year. How sad! What a comment on our dethroning Christ
from his special day! If Christ is really in our Christmas, then we can remember the good,
old song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas” which rightly puts December 25th as the first day,
with eleven more to go. In Church terms we think of Christmas continuing until Epiphany,
January 6th, with white or gold, the Christmas colours, displayed until Candlemas, February
2nd.
Immediately after Christmas Day we have St Stephen’s Day on the 26th, when we
remember the first Christian martyr, then Holy Innocents two days later, when we
remember Herod’s massacre of the infants. We also remember on December 29th
Archbishop Thomas Becket who was murdered in Canterbury Cathedral in 1170. None of
these events will be pictured on Christmas cards or in the coloured lights which adorn many
homes but they are part of Christmas. They remind us that Jesus was born into such a world
as we see on our television screens, not a Santa’s grotto. If we wanted to spend Christmas
in a place of special significance, the choice would not be Lapland but Yemen or the
Democratic Republic of Congo, for it is in those suffering people that we meet the Christ
with the bleeding heart.
Not that there’s anything wrong with Christmas lights and decorations. Quite the
opposite! I love to see them lighting up our high streets.They symbolise hope in a world of
much darkness and, for those of faith, point to Jesus the light of the world, whom no
darkness can quench. It is vital, however, that as well as celebrating Christ in the carol
services and Christmas Communions, we also recognise his presence in the dark places.
Similarly, we could go on pilgrimage to a holy place, such as Canterbury Cathedral or Assisi,
which is excellent, but we could also go to a drop-in centre in Hull or sit quietly in a hospital
chapel and read the touching prayers pinned to the board.
Christ in our festivity; Christ in our pain; Christ in our questioning; Christ in the
ordinary. That is Jesus our Emmanuel – God with us.
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2018 Flying Man Festival
May 12th & 13th
Flying Man challenge - Sponsored walk
Street Activities, Flying Man Cafe & much more

SNOWDROP VISITS

Snowdrop Sundays at Londesborough will take place
on Sundays 11th and 18th February
ALSO

At Devonshire Mill, Canal Lane, Pocklington on
Sunday 18th February. Home of Chris and Sue Bond
Proceeds to the National Garden scheme charities
Refreshments –tea and cakes
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Day to day matters
Bank Closures
As you know Lloyds Bank and Nat West Bank are closing in June and May respectively.
One of the issues raised by local businesses is where do I bank my cash when the bank
closes.
This applies to the Church as well as we are one of the customers affected.
If anyone who uses the regular giving envelope scheme would like to consider moving to
standing order please have a word with Sue Currier
Text Giving
The text giving posters on the church have resulted in £10 so far being donated via your
mobile telephone .Why not give it a try? You can donate £1,£2, £3 ,£4, £5 or £10 and the
process offers you gift aid as well.
Appointments
Congratulations to Kirsty Brooks on being appointed the Church Cleaner
And to
Carole Laws and Sue Currier who are Church Administrators and will job share the post
from January 1st
Photocopier
There is a new photocopier in the Office and I am sure that you will notice the improved
quality of the Magazine and the Link. It is a learning curve for all who use it but for the
Church there is a considerable saving in the running costs.
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January Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches
Burnby
7th

9.15 am

Family Service (CW)

Great Givendale
14th
28th

9.15 am
9.15 am

Morning Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)

Hayton
21st

9.15 am

Morning Prayer (CW)

Huggate
7th
14th
21st
28th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All Age Worship
Morning Prayer (CW)
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)

Londesborough
14th
28th

10.45 am
10.45 am

Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)

Millington
14th
28th

9.15 am
9.15 am

Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)

Nunburnholme
7th
21st

10.45 am
10.45 am

All Age Worship
Family Communion (CW)

Pocklington
7th
7th
14th
21st
21st
28th

8.00 am
10.45 am
10.45 am
8.00 am
11.00 am
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion (CW)
Sung Eucharist (CW)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Special at the Methodists Week of Prayer
Sung Eucharist (CW) Civic Service

Shiptonthorpe
7th
14th
21st
28th

10.45 am
10.45 am
10.45 am
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Family Communion (CW
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PARISH REGISTERS
We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism:

19th November

Reuben William Martin

(Pocklington)

26th November

April Rose Postill

(Shiptonthorpe)

26th November

Eliza May Hinch

(Pocklington)

26th November

Hollie Elizabeth Violet Dalton

(Pocklington)

We have united in Marriage through the love of God

We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving:
27th November

Lesley St.Clair

30th November

David Hardcastle
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(Pocklington)
(Hayton)

PASTORAL SERVICES
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
To enquire about arrangements for these services
Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045
Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm
Scale of fees and charges for 2018
Baptisms
There is no fee for a service of Baptism
Certificate of Baptism, if required.

£13.00

Weddings
Publication of Banns.
Certificate of Banns, if required.
Marriage Service.
Certificate of Marriage at registration.
Verger
Organist
Bells
Heating

£28.00
£13.00
£424.00
£4.00
£32.00
£80.00
£80.00
£55.00

Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required.
We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional
photographs after the service.

Funerals
Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium
Verger
Organist
Heating
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£182.00
£32.00
£80.00
£55.00

A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches
O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your
eternal kingdom. Amen

Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington
Church office 01759 306045
Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm
Office @allsaintspock.plus.com

Electoral Roll Officer

Doreen Pea

305552

Flower Team Contact

Ann Theakston

302731

Little Saints Leader

Kirsty Brooks

307453

Magazine Editor

David Brown

305521

Rowena Protheroe

304984

Mothers Union Secretary

Josie Penter

303062

Organist and Choirmaster

Michael Cooper

305929

Magazine Distribution

Parish Administrators

Sue Currier and Carole Laws

306045

Pastoral Coordinator

Bronnie Broadhurst

307479

PCC Secretary

Sue Currier

0740 1133219

Planned Giving /Gift Aid

Sue Currier

0740 1133219

Treasurer

David Brown

305521

Ian Ryder

318640

Verger

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings
Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm
For more information about the Church, please visit our website
www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org
www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk
www. pockflyingman.org.uk
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