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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES
The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold
Ministry Team
Clergy
Vicar-vacancy - with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have
the Archbishop’s Permission to Officiate (PTO)
Revd Shelagh Jones
01430 871612
Revd Les Slow
303888
Revd Tony Burdon
304290
Revd Pam Burdon
304290
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson
01430 650271
Deacon
Revd Bronnie Broadhurst

307479

Readers
Mr Mike Bailey
01430 873318
Mr David Rumbelow
306056
Mr Brian Snelson
302206
Mrs Pam Dean
303278
Mrs Barbara Myerscough
303331
Mrs Annie Harrison (in training) 01377 288070
Recognised Parish Assistants

W = Worship

Dr Brian James
Mrs Joy Hadley
Mrs Freda Bailey
Mrs Lyn Stanton

W
W/P
W/P
P

01377 288148
306655
01430 873318
302073

P= Pastoral

Pastoral Team:
Coordinator: Revd Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean
Parish Visitors:
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke
Group Safeguarding Representative: Revd Les Slow 303888
South Wold Deanery Synod Representatives: Revd Bronnie Broadhurst, Heather Young
and Hilary Slow.
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Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council:
Hilary Slow, Nigel Laws, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Louis Taylor, Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton,
Carol Taylor, Karen Hoop, Polly Warcup, Heather Young, Jill Kemmenoe

Church Wardens:
St Giles, Burnby

Mr C Soukup
Mr J Hewitt

306154
302622

St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale

Mrs M Stephens

St Martin, Hayton

Mrs E Thackray

St Mary, Huggate

Mrs R Braithwaite
Mrs S Dale

01377 288422
01377 288233

All Saints, Londesborough

Mrs J Fletcher

01430 873554

St Margaret, Millington

Mr J Burley

St James, Nunburnholme

Dr A Henworth

740915

All Saints, Pocklington

Mr N Laws
Mrs H Slow

304307
303888

All Saints, Shiptonthorpe

Mrs F Bailey
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01262 678153
304317

01430 873318

New landscapes ahead
Moses looked at the promised land from the top of Mount Pisgah. We look ahead to two
new landscapes: the end of lockdown and the arrival of our new vicar. Further details are
awaited about both, and yet, at this mid-point in the year, we are glad about the progress
made. Unlike Moses, who never got to the promised land, we hope to experience at least
some of the joys ahead.
Questions remain about how normal life will be, just as, at the time of writing, we
anticipate more information about what form our worship can take. Taking the bigger
picture, we can feel great concern for the livelihoods of thousands of people and the
economic costs of the last four months. Many of us are comparatively unaffected, but we
would feel differently if we were among the airline employees who have just lost their job,
with a return to normal not expected until 2024. Truthfully, things should not return to
normal, because the grounding of aircraft has benefited the earth’s atmosphere. Every
plane that flies pollutes the planet, so that we can hope, for the sake of the environment,
that fewer flights are made. But that affects people’s jobs, so that there’s no easy answer.
We hope that the landscape ahead will bring better news for those in the hospitality
and tourist industry. Burnby Hall gardens must have been affected. The zoos will struggle to
make ends meet this year. The government has put more money into welfare benefits but
yet, for such as the single parent trying to bring up a disabled child, times are really tough.
Food bank use in Pocklington, Market Weighton and Holme-on-Spalding-Moor has
increased by 500%. So, whatever the “new normal” means, it’s not going to be easy.
Nevertheless, government help has been appreciated by the many who have received it,
including those rough sleepers who will continue to be given hotel accommodation until
March. Many, however, such as asylum seekers, do not qualify.
What about the new landscape for our church? There are two aspects: (1) services
presented in a different way whilst restrictions continue; (2 looking forward to welcoming
our new vicar. As said, details are scarce, but we still look forward to being together again
in our worship of God, and we look forward to the unfolding of a new phase in the life of
the Pocklington group of churches, especially here at All Saints.
That said, our confidence and hope do not lie in well-run services, nor even in our
new vicar, but in God himself. It is God who meets our deepest needs, not helpful sets of
words or inspired music or a gifted individual. None of these get to the heart of who we
are. We rely on God’s faithfulness “through all the changing scenes of life” and the promise
of his victory, through Christ, over sin and suffering and death. New landscapes may well be
much like the old, because human nature is unchanging. When, however, we live the
Christian adventure by walking in step with Christ, then every new landscape has interest,
sparkle and hope. And one day we truly shall enter the promised land – what the Psalm
calls “the land of the living”.
Yours in Christ,
Rodney Nicholson
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DEACON’S DISTINCTIVE DAY

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
I write this letter as we have been informed that, as a single grandparent, living alone, I can
form a bubble with my grandchildren at their home and give them a cuddle at long last. I
had been planning to talk about the power of touch and realise that social distancing is still
the norm with a very few exceptions. The power of touch remains such a powerful way of
showing care, concern, empathy, understanding as well as love particularly when words are
not enough and even impossible to utter.
I often use the words of petition in prayers for the sick and/or bereaved: “wrap your loving
arms around…”. God cannot physically cuddle us as another human being could but I know
I have spiritually felt His presence and, yes, His touch too which has been totally real and
meaningful. Children have been taught at school to cuddle themselves and pass it on to
their friends and my elder daughter, who does not live locally, sent me a small cuddle
cushion decorated with a photo of her husband and herself smiling at me so I can feel they
are with me.
Fellowship has been something everyone has missed so much during lockdown and, despite
emails and telephone calls, nothing replaces physical presence and it is good we can now
meet in the garden, weather permitting. Those with the means and capability have been
able to use Zoom or WhatsApp video to see as well as speak with friends and family, but
nothing beats physical presence, even with restrictions.
The Bible emphasises in many places how God can “cuddle” us. Psalm 91 verse 4 tells us He
wraps his massive arms around us, protecting us and His arms of faithfulness are a shield
keeping us from harm”. His arms are forgiving as we read in Luke 15:20.
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The father embraces his prodigal son in this well-known parable in the same way as our
Heavenly Father receives us when we come back to Him.
So it is good and comforting to pray to God to wrap His loving arms around us and to sit in
His presence and feel His touch. “ Love wraps itself around the heart” is another great
saying which we can understand and allow ourselves to sense and feel as we pray but also
as we think about and speak with those we cannot physically see.

Father God, as we struggle with loneliness, separation from loved ones and sometimes
despair we ask you to wrap your loving arms around all your children and touch us with
your presence. AMEN

I have been reading a historical novel set in a period covering World War 2. When peace
was declared the first thing that was done was to ring the church bells, which had lain silent
for the duration. I know that many people have referred to this pandemic as a war against
the enemy called Covid-19 but, as relaxation of the lockdown carefully and safely enables
our churches to open for private prayer, I can’t wait for the day when our church bells
welcome everyone to worship. Meanwhile, it is lovely to play the sound of bells which have
been given as part of our weekly worship resources, thanks to Tony Burdon and to Les for
producing the podcast.

We are not people of fear: we are people of courage.
We are not people who protect our own safety: we are people who protect our neighbours’
safety.
We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity.
We are your people God, giving and loving, wherever we are, whatever it costs
For as long as it takes wherever you call us.
Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference
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We look forward to the time when we can sing together;
“We have come into His house, and gathered in His name to worship Him”
May God Bless each one of us and those we love, and pray for and care for in our homes, in
our community and In our world.
Deacon Bronnie

Message from your Church Wardens, Hilary and Nigel
Firstly, and most importantly, we trust everyone continues to be healthy. June has seen the
steady reduction in Covid19 cases, and we hope and pray the resultant relaxation of
controls does not adversely affect that trend.
Private Prayer in Church
After careful consideration and undertaking a comprehensive risk assessment the PCC has
now opened the Church for private prayer. Initially this will be for just 2 days a week on
Tuesdays and Saturdays between 11am and 1pm. There is access to a restricted area and
numbers in the Church have to be limited to adhere to social distancing rules.
This may change as we monitor the situation, as there are many factors we must consider,
not least the fact we need to have 2 stewards on duty when the Church is open for the
current time. If you wish to volunteer as a steward and are not a person classed as
‘vulnerable’ please do contact the Church office.
As we write this article the Government announced the intention that from the 4th of July
Worship will be allowed under certain conditions. However, it is very probable that many
Churches, including All Saints, will not be open for public services straight away. Please do
bear with us as we are of the firm view that the health and welfare of everyone is
paramount.
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Worship goes on and we have a weekly service podcast!
The Ministry Team continue to provide material for weekly worship and prayers in our
homes. The team now produce a weekly Sunday Service that you can listen to and is
accessed in two ways:
 The Church website www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org
 Listen on your phone by dialling (01759) 392041 (local call charges apply)
If you haven’t already, give it a go - you will hear some familiar voices and some joyful
hymns. Thank you to all involved in making this possible.
Remember if you have the opportunity, please do tell your friends and neighbours about
what is available on the website. Also, that they too can receive information and news
direct by email, by sending a request to the Church office office@allsaintspock.plus.com
Vicar Vacancy
We informed you in last month’s Magazine that interviews were being held in early June.
We are pleased to announce that Bishop John offered the position of Priest in Charge to the
interview panels preferred candidate, subject to the usual official checks. When these are
completed successfully and a starting date agreed, we will then be able to make a formal
announcement. Thank you for your support and prayers during the vacancy. Please
continue to pray for the successful candidate and their family as they continue through this
process and prepare to move to Pocklington.
And Finally……
Thank you again to each and every one of you for continuing to keep in touch with
neighbours, friends and those we didn’t know so well before now. Thank you also for your
kind messages of encouragement and support to the Ministry Team and the Church
Wardens.
May the love of Christ sustain us in these unprecedented times.
Please keep safe and healthy
Hilary and Nigel

The deadline for the August edition is Friday 24th July 2020 and copy should be
emailed to davidcbrown5@hotmail.com
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Phil Gilbank has kindly offered to write an article from time to time about features in our
church that are of religious and or historical interest .We see many of these items each
week as we worship but perhaps never ask more about their origin or significance.
If you would like to know more about a particular item of interest in the church or have
some information about it or even an old photograph,
please contact Phil on 01759 305888 and I am sure that he would explain it and even
use it as an article for a future edition.

All Saints feature of the month - The door to nowhere, but a window into the history of
the rood.
Visitors to All Saints often ask why there is a doorway above the pulpit which appears to
lead to nowhere? Some know its origin is as the former access to the rood loft; but that
simple doorway has quite a complex history.
All Saints’ structure is very similar to how it looked in medieval times; but perhaps the
biggest difference is that the modern All Saints is ‘open plan’, whereas pre-Reformation the
nave and chancel were strictly separated.
Rood screens seem to stick in the memory better than the Great Rood – the large
crucifixion sculpture above (rood, or rode, is a Saxon word for ‘cross’). And there were
often three parts to the overall structure – rood, rood screen and rood loft or gallery, the
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platform that sat on top of the screen for the priest to appear and preach or read the
gospel in view of the congregation.
At Pocklington the ancient rood structure must have been particularly impressive. The rood
stairs and doorway itself make All Saints notable as there are few such locally. Furthermore
the stone ‘lugs’ jutting out of the sides of the chancel arch that secured the rood apparatus
are also unusual – it was more common to just have a slot cut into the arch - and indicate
that the Pocklington rood was particularly weighty. It also signifies that the rood stairway in
the north pier and the 13th century chancel arch were constructed with the rood screen and
loft as integral.
Pocklington seemed reluctant to give up its medieval rood paraphernalia – in 1547 local
man John Warde requested to be buried “before the Rode”, his will being drawn up some
six months after King Edward’s royal decree banning church sculptures and paintings. But
the rood had to go, lofts followed and screens were taken down, whitewashed over or
covered up – Wilberfoss provides a classic example of the dangers of defying the monarch,
the vicar there hid his rood loft timber round the back of the church and years later was
sent to prison when it was discovered.
For a little over two hundred years rood screens were in and out like the proverbial fiddlers
elbow. Defiled by Edward’s reformation, some were restored under Queen Mary, then
went out again during the reign of Elizabeth I. Many crept back over the next century, but in
the East Yorkshire especially they were rigorously taken out or cut low by order of Dr
Heneage Dering, Archdeacon of the East Riding 1702-50.
The archdeacon enforced his ruling across the county in the 1720s, including at other
churches in our group where the rood screen had survived or revived into modern times. At
Burnby and Nunburnholme he instructed the screens to be lowered. Hayton’s appears to
have been substantial but was removed completely, though a few fragments were reused;
and the screen at Huggate was also demolished by the archdeacon’s edict, just the rood loft
door surviving. In total Dering destroyed more than 30 East Riding rood screens ; then a
couple that remained, plus several of those he had cut down to waist height, fell victim to
late Victorian restorations. An exception is the ‘new’ rood screen at Londesborough of 1885
by Temple Moore.
Pocklington’s rood loft doorway may stand out prominently above the pulpit today, but for
many years it had completely disappeared. The earliest surviving photographs of All Saints’
interior show that the doorway had been filled in, and it was only opened up again early in
the 20th century.
I’m unable to find a reference for when Pocklington’s rood screen was actually taken down,
but perhaps some of it might have survived? The chancel of All Saints was completely
reordered, inside and out, in 1854. The stalls that now sit against the chancel’s south wall
are Victorian, but the carved fretwork that embellishes those stalls is identified as
Medieval. The design of this wooden tracery is almost identical to some remnants of rood
screens found across Yorkshire, and I think it is likely that when Pocklington’s original
screen was dismantled bits of it were saved and recycled elsewhere, before being
incorporated into the C19th chancel restoration. Take a look for yourself when you get the
chance and see if you agree if Pocklington has hung on to remains of its rood?
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A few items from Rodney
Royal Artillery veteran classed as an illegal immigrant
Anthony Williams came to Birmingham from Jamaica, aged seven, in 1971 and later joined
the army, serving with the Royal Artillery for 13 years. After a successful second career as a
fitness instructor, he found himself classified as an illegal immigrant and was sacked.
Destitute for five years, he was not able to work, register with a doctor or claim benefits.
The Jobcentre told him he was a person from another country, without rights. His only
income was a small army pension of £120 a month.
Two years ago, things seemed to improve when the government apologised for its
mistakes and promised compensation. Promises do not pay bills, however, and another
eighteen months went by before he was told that his case would be resolved in a matter of
weeks. That was six months ago and still nothing has happened.
When the Windrush scandal broke two years ago, Theresa May apologised for the
Home Office wrongly classifying thousands of legal residents as illegal immigrants. Many
were deported under the Hostile Environment policy, even though they or their family had
lived and worked in the UK since the 1960s or earlier. Home Secretary, Amber Rudd
resigned, even though she did not initiate the policy. Over 12,000 people have been given
documentation confirming that they are in this country legally, but only 60 have received
compensation. Officials envisaged paying out £200 million but only £360,000 has been paid
so far.
A major problem is the detailed form which Windrush applicants must fill in, asking
for documentary evidence which they do not have. Members of all parties, as well the
Archbishop of Canterbury, have criticised the handling of the Windrush generation. In spite
of the apologies, the promised money has not been forthcoming. We also hear cases of
people being told by the Immigration Office that they don’t exist, in spite of their having
worked and paid taxes for years. We hear of a woman in her mid-80s being told to wait five
years for her citizenship.
The Home Secretary, Priti Patel, has now announced that she will implement all 30
Windrush recommendations. The 276-page review by Wendy Williams found the Home
Office characterised by “ignorance and institutional carelessness”.
Asked about Anthony Williams’s case, Priti Patel said that it was “going through the
quality assurance process”.
Keep KitKat Fairtrade
Ten years ago Nestlé announced that KitKat would bear the Fairtrade mark, benefiting
thousands of cocoa and sugar farmers.
Last Wednesday Nestle announced they were switching to Rainforest Alliance for all
their bars. This move away from Fairtrade means a £2 million a year deficit in Fairtrade
premiums for farmers in Cote d'Ivoire, Malawi and Fiji. The Ivorian Fair Trade Network has
issued a statement urging Nestlé to reconsider. An on-line petition is available to sign.
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Briar’s Repawt a quirky view of life from an 11-week old puppy
It’s amazing what you can do with an old plastic bucket. My new owners have given me a
box of toys but this bucket has a mind of its own in the garden. XVicR calls it “the joy of
unpredictability”.
A briar rose is blooming in the garden. That’s my full name, Sweet Briar Rose”. McK
says it’s the first year that it has bloomed, so it’s rather nice to think that its flowering has
coincided with my arrival. Strange things do happen. My mum, Amber, had eight puppies,
including me, so that Julie and Brian thought she had finished. Then she went into their
garden and had a ninth. At that moment a robin appeared, so they called her Robyn. She’s
the one puppy they are keeping, so we’ll meet up when we call later this year on our way to
our holiday in Sleights.
Sunday, when the family, including my “cousin”, Jaffa, came for tea, was a bit of a letdown. Oh, nothing was wrong with the family. They were thrilled to hold me. But Jaffa, the
8-year-old Working Cocker was disappointing. I had looked forward to playing with him and
perhaps enjoying a chase, but he was a real old man and tried to avoid me. I couldn’t get
any reaction. Mind you, XVicR said, “I wouldn’t worry. I’ve often failed to get any reaction
from people – particularly when I’ve asked them to increase their church giving”. Jaffa’s
quietness might, however, be because, while away with Rachel on a school expedition, his
right leg came into contact with an electric car coming up silently. He’s fine in the day but
limps in the evening, so he’s going for an X-ray at Stamford Bridge.
I’m told I’m getting heavier, so after XVicR carried me on his round delivering
Newsletters, he said that he can’t carry me so far again. He must be failing! We met a girl
with her mum and grandma, who were pleased to see me. They were a black family. Mind
you, I’m colour blind, but XVicR was delighted to see them in the High Street.
Before I left my first home, Julie told McK that I don’t like the violin, which she plays,
but that I fall asleep when she plays the piano. She also said that I like her grand-daughter
playing the recorder, so that I may like the flute. Julie was right. I like to listen to McK
playing the flute but fall peacefully asleep when she plays the piano. Perhaps music makes
us think of beautiful places and new discoveries which I look forward to making.
Key: McK = my carer, Kathleen XVicR = ex-vicar Rodney
Facing extinction
A new report by environmental scientists warns that 500 species of land animals are likely
to be lost within 20 years. In comparison, the same number were lost over the whole of the
last century. Land vertebrates near extinction, with fewer than 1,000 individuals left,
include: Sumatran rhinos, Clarion Island wrens (Ecuador), Espagnola giant tortoises an
(island off Mexico) and harlequin frogs (Colombia).
This may seem sad but unimportant. In fact, bio-diversity, or the great variety of
species living together – is vital for the wellbeing of our planet. Creatures depend on
another. For example, the hunting of sea otters in the Bering Sea (between the Pacific
Ocean and the Americas) in the 18th century meant a boom in the population of sea
urchins, which feed on kelp. The sea urchins then devastated the kelp forests in the Bering
Sea so much that Steller’s sea cow became extinct in 1768.
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Steller’s sea cow, named after the marooned sailor who discovered it, was an unusual
creature, its front legs acting like arms.
Few tears will be shed over the big decline in vultures – an unlovely bird whose name
has come to mean “a contemptible person who preys on or exploits others”. Vultures get a
bad press in the bible and yet they clear up 70% of Africa’s dead animals, thereby limiting
the spread of disease. Clearing away carrion is their purpose in creation.
And so, as we have said many times, saying the Creed impels us to care for the
Creator’s world, which includes being aware of vanishing life-forms. Coronavirus has taken
precedence over most other concerns, but hopefully climate change is as high on the
agenda as it was in February. Reduced travel, especially by air, has helped to let the
creation breathe again. As road travel gets back to normal, we can only hope and pray that
issues of clean air, pollution and carbon emissions will not go away.
Some words we use
Valuing the English language, I am a little irritated by new phrases whose meaning is
unclear. For example, we hear about “the economy bouncing back”, “the new normal” and
“being guided by the science”. What exactly do all these mean?
Then we hear about someone “chasing something up” or “looking into it”. I suspect
that these are often delaying tactics, making you believe that more is happening that is
really the case. We hear about “challenges” rather than “problems” – originally, I guess, a
managerial device to get people to think positively. The language has a point but is
inappropriately used. Many things really are problems, which are not lessened by calling
them “challenges”. But, we can work at solving problems, not giving in to them. There is
both a value and a danger in “positive thinking”. Personally, I think the “half-empty” or
“half-full glass” is a good expression.
I have one or two dislikes over terms sometimes used in church. It may be just me
but I find the expression, “.........never darkens the church door” demeaning. Surely that
person does not bring darkness but the light and pleasure of their company. It’s also
inaccurate because no one entering a building darkens the door. I prefer a funeral address
to be termed “an appreciation” or “a tribute” rather than “a eulogy” because we only
eulogise God. These, though, are purely personal preferences.
Alistair Campbell, Tony Blair’s campaign manager, later his press officer, famously
said, “We don’t do God”. I think the expression then became common, so that people say,
for example, “I don’t do hot weather” or “....hen parties” or “.....funerals”, or whatever.
Some interviewees on television are for ever saying, “You know what?” or “won’t happen
any time soon” – the latter must be American.
In church circles, I’m not particularly fond of referring to non-churchgoers as “the
unchurched”. It sounds a bit like “the unwashed”, and seems to betray a rather superior
attitude. I hear some words used a lot today, such as “transform or transformative”,
“formation” – it was “training” in my day, but formation’s a good word – and “flourishing” –
another good word but it’s often used.
Jesus said, “Let your ‘yes’ be yes, and your ‘no’ be no”. In other words, there’s a value
in plain, unambiguous speaking – and preaching.
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PARISH REGISTER
We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism:

We have united in Marriage through the love of God:

We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving:
11th June

Viola Iris (Lola) Wilkinson

Octon

12th June

Richard Frank Hardy

Shiptonthorpe

PASTORAL SERVICES
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
To enquire about arrangements for these services
Please ring the following number or email as below
Church office 01759 306045
Office @allsaintspock.plus.com

Scale of fees and charges for 2020
Baptisms
There is no fee for a service of Baptism
Certificate of Baptism, if required.

£14.00

Weddings
Publication of Banns.
Certificate of Banns, if required.
Marriage Service.
Verger
Organist
Bells
Heating

£31.00
£14.00
£463.00
£40.00
£80.00
£120.00
£75.00

Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required.
We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional
photographs after the service.

Funerals
Funeral service in Church
Cremation pre or post service in Church
Funeral service at Crematorium or cemetery

£199 00
£28.00
£199.00

Please note that additional fees may apply and the office will advise

Verger
Organist
Heating
Ministers Expenses

£35.00
£80.00
£75.00
£40 .00
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A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches
O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your
eternal kingdom. Amen

Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington
Please ring the following number or email as below
Church office 01759 306045
Office @allsaintspock.plus.com

Electoral Roll Officer
Doreen Pea
Flower Team Contact
Ann Theakston
Little Saints Leader
Barbara Myerscough
Magazine Editor
David Brown
Magazine Distribution
Rowena Protheroe
Mothers Union Secretary
Dot Townley
Organist and Choirmaster
Michael Cooper
Parish Administrators
Sue Currier and Carole Laws
Pastoral Coordinator
Revd Bronnie Broadhurst
PCC Secretary
Carol Taylor
Planned Giving /Gift Aid
Sue Currier
Treasurer
David Brown
Verger
Ian Ryder

305552
302731
303331
305521
304984
318182
305929
306045
307479
301003
0740 1133219
305521
318640

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office
For more information about the Church, please visit our websites

www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org
www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk
www. pockflyingman.org.uk
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