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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES
The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold
Ministry Team
Clergy
Priest in Charge Revd Dr Jake Belder
with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have the
Archbishop’s Permission to Officiate (PTO)
Revd Shelagh Jones
01430 871612
Revd Les Slow
303888
Revd Tony Burdon
304290
Revd Pam Burdon
304290
Canon Rodney Nicholson
01430 650271
Assistant Curate and Deacon
Revd Bronnie Broadhurst

307479

Readers
Mr Mike Bailey
01430 873318
Mr David Rumbelow
306056
Mr Brian Snelson
302206
Mrs Pam Dean
303278
Mrs Barbara Myerscough
303331
Mrs Annie Harrison (in training) 01377 288070
Recognised Parish Assistants

W = Worship

Dr Brian James
Mrs Joy Hadley
Mrs Freda Bailey
Mrs Lyn Stanton

W
W/P
W/P
P

01377 288148
306655
01430 873318
302073

P= Pastoral

Pastoral Team:
Coordinator: Revd Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean
Parish Visitors:
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke
Group Safeguarding Representative: Revd Les Slow 303888
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South Wold Deanery Synod Representatives: Revd Bronnie Broadhurst, Heather Young
and Hilary Slow.
Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council:
Hilary Slow, Nigel Laws, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Louis Taylor, Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton,
Carol Taylor, Karen Hoop, Polly Warcup, Heather Young, Jill Kemmenoe

Church Wardens:
St Giles, Burnby

Mr C Soukup
Mr J Hewitt

306154
302622

St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale

Mrs M Stephens

St Martin, Hayton

Mrs E Thackray

St Mary, Huggate

Mrs R Braithwaite
Mrs S Dale

01377 288422
01377 288233

All Saints, Londesborough

Mrs J Fletcher

01430 873554

St Margaret, Millington

Mr J Burley

St James, Nunburnholme

Dr A Henworth

740915

All Saints, Pocklington

Mr N Laws
Mrs H Slow

304307
303888

All Saints, Shiptonthorpe

Mrs F Bailey
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01262 678153
304317

01430 873318

Letter from Revd Jake Belder

I am writing this having been licensed as your new Priest-in-Charge less than twelve hours
ago. It is a time of excitement for all of us, as we prepare to embark on a new adventure
together, a new chapter of mission and ministry in this lovely part of the world.
But this is also the eve of renewed restrictions on our life and freedoms, as the government
tries to figure out how to deal with a rise of coronavirus cases across the country. It is a
time of anxiousness for all of us, as we prepare to have to limit our interactions and
movements once again. And while the government has thus far assured us that churches
and places of worship won’t be affected, I think we all hesitate to take their word on that
matter.
One of the things that has struck me repeatedly over the last six months is the way this
virus has attacked our very humanity. We all know very well that this is not just a medical or
health issue. This virus has upset our lives in many ways – not being able to see family and
friends, not being able to go to church for months, not being able to shake someone’s hand,
not being able to go on holiday, having to wear masks everywhere.
But these are really just surface restrictions that hit at something in us much more deeply.
God made us to be in relationship with each other, to see, hear, and touch each other, to
share our lives together. God made us to go out into the world, to live and work in our
communities. He made us to worship him, to gather together as his people. And that is
why, on the surface, what are just a list of restrictions, feel much more deeply like the
world is conspiring against us. We have not just lost the ability to do certain things. What
have lost fundamental parts of what it means to be human.
This means that, while we might want to begin this new chapter with excitement and
celebration, the communities we serve might actually need us to lead them in lament. To
help them give voice to their grief, to acknowledge alongside them that the world is not the
way it is supposed to be, to pray on their behalf for God’s mercy. What’s more, we are here
to help them learn to long for something better – to point to Jesus and the hope we only
have in him that things will one day be set right again. And we will do that especially each
time we gather to worship, because in that act, we reveal to the world the way things ought
to be.
I am excited to be here, and ready to begin this new adventure with you. But we have a
difficult road ahead. Still, God is good, his love endures forever, and he has promised to
never leave us nor forsake us. Let us hold on to these things as we look forward together.
Jake Belder
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DEACON’S DISTINCTIVE DAY

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
It is the season of mist and mellow fruitfulness – otherwise known as Harvest. According to
one source: “The Harvest Festival of Thanksgiving is a celebration of the harvest and food
grown on the land in the United Kingdom. It is about giving thanks for a successful crop
yield over the year as winter starts to approach. The festival is also about giving thanks for
all the good and positive things in our lives such as family and friendships”.
Traditionally, Harvest Festival in the United Kingdom used to take place on the Sunday
closest to the harvest moon, the full moon occurring closest to the autumnal equinox. This
would mean it can either occur at the end of September or at the beginning of October
depending when the harvest moon takes place. Thanksgiving for various harvests has
occurred since pagan times and, if we look to the Bible, most of the major festivals were
based on giving thanks for a harvest – wheat, grapes etc.
In this country, an early Harvest Festival used to be celebrated at the beginning of the
Harvest season on 1 August and was called Lammas, meaning 'loaf Mass'. Farmers made
loaves of bread from the fresh wheat crop. These were given to the local church as the
Communion bread during a special service thanking God for the harvest.
When I was a child, Harvest Festival in church was very much about thanksgiving for the
work of the farmers, especially in the locality, and they would bring sheaves of corn into
church and sometimes old implements like scythes, long since superseded by combine
harvesters even then. Food of every kind decorated the church building and I clearly
remember a semicircle of baby Hovis loaves on the pulpit, one of which the vicar picked up
and used like a hammer to emphasise the main points in his sermon. On the following
Monday morning, volunteers divided the spoils into parcels for delivery to the elderly, sick
and the local Care Home.
Even when my children were young, the village church was similarly decorated; a special
feature being the sprigs of grapes hanging at regular intervals from the altar rail. Another
memory I treasure was the year when these were decimated by the younger members of
the choir, who went up for a blessing before the rest of the congregation took communion
and decided they deserved a reward for their participation! All the fruit, vegetables,
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flowers and tins were then distributed next day, this time including the local town’s
homeless centre.
Certainly in my youth, there would be no mention of poverty and failed harvests in foreign
lands. One must remember that there was no social media and those with televisions
enjoyed limited channels and hours of transmission. But, eventually, the themes of Harvest
services turned into an opportunity to highlight the great inequality between different parts
of the world and how poverty, drought and warfare led to starvation. Then, the emphasis
on Mission and Ministry meant that we also looked at the harvest of souls – “the harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few”.
So, where are we today? Local farmers, particularly in the Pandemic, have suffered greatly
from lack of mainly foreign help to bring in the crops of soft fruit and some vegetables.
Strange weather extremes have led to poor quality grain and root vegetables. Lockdown
brought to our attention the real poverty and need in our own communities. But the
problems across the world have not gone away and charities such as Christian Aid are
working hard to enlighten us about the plight of so many people in distant lands. New
initiatives from the Church of England and in our Diocese, such as Mustard Seed, are
looking to find new workers for the harvest of souls.
We cannot concentrate on all of these aspects of Harvest in one service, but we can
endeavour to think about what the word really means; pray about it; give to those in need
both locally and throughout the world; listen to what God is calling us to do and ask if we
are one of the workers who is part of that plentiful harvest.
God of harvest, gardener supreme, you place us at the centre, feed us, equip us and,
having provided for us, look to a different harvest, a fruitfulness of lives in service to you,
and others.
God of harvest, feed us, prune us, harvest us, that our lives might bring glory to you. AMEN
Deacon Bronnie

Message from your Church Wardens, Hilary and Nigel
Firstly, and most importantly, we trust everyone continues to be healthy.
Revd Jake Belder
We were delighted to welcome Jake and his family at Jakes Licensing Service on the 22nd
September and we have begun together the next chapter in the life of All Saints and the
village churches within the Group. Though Covid19 restrictions limited numbers to 30,
there was a representative from each Parish, the Town Council, Schools and the ministry
team.
7

These are exciting times and we know everyone will give Jake and his family a warm
welcome. This is an important new beginning as Jake leads us in our Mission and Ministry
across the Group and we look forward to the journey together.
Thank you
As Church Wardens, we thank each and everyone of you for your support and
understanding as we have navigated the last 30 months during the vacancy. We have been
through a lot together in this time and achieved a great deal, but none of it without the
help of many people. To name individuals would result in a long list, but a very sincere
thank you to you all!
We have been blessed with an enthusiastic and hard-working Ministry team who have
ensured throughout we have continued to have regular services and provide the wider
community with Special Services for life events.
The Flower Festival - ‘Remember Rejoice’ in September 2018, was a great team effort by
many people not only from the Church, but the wider Community and importantly enjoyed
by thousands of people.
In 2019 the lighting was totally replaced with a modern, energy efficient and tailored
system to enable everyone to see clearly, even on the darkest day and to highlight the
beauty of the building. We decorated throughout and repaired and cleaned windows which
now are shown off in their splendour.
The Community use of the building and meeting room gradually was increasing and after
reopening we attracted some more regular Sunday worshipers. Tuesday coffee morning
was back with renewed energy and a welcome for visitors to the town.
We must not forget that Little Saints started up again with a small, but growing group of
young families.
In March this year Covid19 changed everybody’s lives, but everyone pulled together
keeping in touch and looking out for those more vulnerable. The Ministry team ensured we
had a Sunday service sheet to follow, in hard copy or via email and the website. They
quickly developed a podcast to listen to on the website or by phone, which was so well
received with familiar voices leading the service and reading the lessons and prayers. We
have all learned new ways of how we live and do things and the Church community has
learned too.
So thank you again for your kind messages of encouragement, help and support to the
Ministry Team and the Church Wardens in the past 30 months.
Please keep safe and healthy
Hilary and Nigel
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We send our best wishes and congratulations to one of our members, Annie Harrison,
following her licensing as a Reader on 26th September in York Minster. Due to current
restrictions numbers attending were limited, immediate family members only. Had we been
in ‘normal’ times I’m sure members of our branch would have attended to support her. Our
prayers are with her as she begins her new ministry.
M.U. Retreats 2021 ( Covid restrictions permitting )
Spring – 10-12th May
Autumn – 11-13 October
I’ll keep you informed of any changes.
The M.U. recognises that the effects of the global pandemic will continue to be felt across
the world throughout 2021 and so it seems appropriate to develop our 2020 theme for
2021, and this will be
‘REBUILDING HOPE AND CONFIDENCE’.
As people seek to come to terms with loss of all kinds, from bereavement, to loss of
livelihood, relationships, well-being and other challenges our work of rebuilding hope and
confidence will be vital.
Like many of you during this lockdown I have spent much time reading and came across the
following words:I am being driven forward
Into an unknown land,
The pass grows steeper,
The air colder and sharper.
A wind from my unknown goal
Stirs the strings of expectation.
Still the question:
Shall I ever get there?
There where life resounds
A clear white note.
In the silence.
Dag Hammarskjold, 1964
May you all keep safe in these difficult times,
With every Blessing, Dot
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Women included
Watching Songs of Praise, I always observe, when certain hymns are sung, whether the
sexist or inclusive words are used. Some hymn books use inclusive language, but others
unwittingly have the sexist version. For example, we sing “We have a gospel to proclaim,
good news for all throughout the earth”, whereas the older version has “good news for
men”. Or again, “Thy hand, O God has guided” has two sexist lines, changed in some
hymnbooks. “They bade men rise and hasten” becomes “they bade them…” and then, in
the last verse, “by men and angels” is changed to “by all creation”.
“Good King Wenceslas” traditionally goes, “Therefore, Christian men, be sure” but
the inclusive version has, “Therefore, Christians all”. “At the name of Jesus” in some books
ends with, “Truly, this Lord Jesus shall return again” replacing, the original “Brothers, this
Lord, Jesus”. A guiding principle of Common Worship was to use inclusive language. So
today we naturally pray for suffering people rather than suffering men. In a world which
has treated women appallingly I think the Church is right to use inclusive, not sexist
terminology.
Narnia comes to St Mary’s Beverley
Fourteen stone carvings of characters from CS Lewis’s “The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe” are on display in St Mary’s before they are hoisted to their new position on the
church exterior. East Riding College students produced designs for the replacement
sculptures, then the carving went out to competitive tendering. The characters featured
include the Mr Tumnus the faun, the White Witch, Reepicheep the mouse, Fledge the
winged horse, Glenstorm the centaur, and of course Aslan the lion.
Vicar, the Revd Becky Lumley said, “These books are not just for children, they contain
incredible truths which help many Christians today. CS Lewis is widely recognised as one of
the great theologians of the twentieth century, writing particularly about reconciling faith
with pain and suffering in the world, after his own experience of losing his mother at a
young age and later losing his wife to cancer.
“In 2013, on the fiftieth anniversary of his death, Lewis was honoured with a
memorial in Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey, with the inscription of his words: “I
believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen, not only because I see it but
because by it I see everything else.”
Pity for 11 Syrian refugees dumped by Britain A British woman living in Spain took pity on
11 Syrian refugees whom the British government had deported
and left destitute in Madrid, with nowhere to go. Barbara Pomfret crowdfunded to get
help. She said that she was “ashamed of the UK”, especially as the refugees claimed to have
family in the UK.
Rodney Nicholson
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All Saints feature of the month – what is the origin of the porch cat? By Phil Gilbank
It’s easy to walk out of All Saints and completely miss what might be the church’s oldest
feature.
Up above the external doorway is an assorted collection of ancient masonry pieces,
discovered when the Medieval porch blew down in a gale, and built into the new porch
which was completed in 1884. Most of the fragments are Norman Romanesque – it is
suggested that they were elements of the original 12th century doorway before the church
was extended by the south aisle – and the biggest is what looks like the top half of a cat’s
head.
Cat’s heads are unusual in Romanesque arrangements in English churches, but not
unknown. But is the Pocklington cat’s head from the same school of sculpture as the
commoner beak head next to it, or might it be from a completely different place or era?
Several experts have looked at it and come up with widely varying conclusions.
The first known history of All Saints was written in 1898 by Dr Alexander Leadman, a
Pocklington GP who lived and practised at Oak House in the Market Place, and who was a
respected authority on church history and architecture. He notes simply and without
conjecture that the beak head and cat’s head were found in the roof of the old porch and
inserted into the rebuilding of the new structure in the style of the original by the town’s
major Victorian builder, Thomas Grant.
But the cat’s head myth was taken to a much higher level by Rev Graham Christie in his
1974 history of the church. He had consulted notes of one of his predecessors, Rev JH
Wicksteed, vicar 1876-93 and so the incumbent when the porch collapsed and was rebuilt.
Christie quotes Wicksteed as stating that the cat’s head was found under the floor of the
old porch, not in the roof space, and that it was a heathen image from the days before the
building of the first Christian church on the site, deliberately placed under the original
entrance for the congregation to symbolically tread on in on their way into church.
Graham Christie liked a good tale, and he went further to suggest that the Pocklington
cat’s head may have been the inspiration for Lewis Carroll’s Cheshire cat in ‘Alice in
Wonderland’. Lewis Carroll did indeed visit the area when he stayed at Barmby Moor in
1862 (Alice in Wonderland was published in 1865), but the Cheshire cat conjecture seems
somewhat fanciful and there are stronger claims from elsewhere.
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The most recent view on the ‘Pock cat’ comes from 21st century Romanesque guru, Rita
Wood. Her updated version of all Pocklington’s possible Romanesque features recently
appeared on the www.crsbi.ac.uk website after she revisited All Saints in 2018.
Wood describes what she saw as: “A stone with heavy border and central 'cat' mask of
uncertain period and use, but possibly a head end of a grave-slab.”
So depending on which expert you favour our mysterious cat’s head might be: a) a
heathern image from pre-Christian Saxon or Viking times, b) part of the Romanesque
doorway from the original Norman edifice of the mid-12th century, or c) a gravestone of
uncertain date. Take your pick.
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Jamlo (12) was just one of India’s rural poor
Jamlo Makdam left her home in the Indian state of Chhattisgarh in February to work as a
farm labourer in the chilli fields of Telangan, earning 200 rupees (about £2) a day. On
23rd March, like millions of others, she lost her job. There was no protection for such as
Jamlo.
She lived for a time off the wages she had saved up to take home, but then she and her
friends were on the verge of starvation. Desperate, they began the long trek home,
walking 100 miles over three days and nights through forests and fields. They avoided the
highways where they could be stopped and punished by police for simply being on the
road.
On 18th April, dehydrated and malnourished, Jamlo collapsed and died, just a few
hours away from her home. She was indirectly a Covid-19 statistic in a country where
those who travelled abroad – the top 2% - brought in the disease, leaving the poor to
suffer the most. For two months they got no relief. Those who walked home often faced
beatings and detention. Conditions on trains were so bad that in 10 days in May, 80
people died. One day the world’s poor will receive justice.

Fire at migrant camp
We are appalled by the fire at the Moria refugee/migrant camp on the Greek island of
Lesbos which has made 12,000 people homeless and literally living by the side of the road.
The fire was caused deliberately by a small number of migrants, frustrated that nothing
was being done to alleviate the dreadful conditions. Desperate people do desperate
things.
Amir (19), a migrant from Afghanistan, who taught English at the School of Peace in
the camp, said: “We have been a very long time in quarantine and cannot leave the camp
to get food or medicine; we are treated like animals”.
Charity worker, Annie Petros, reporting on the scene of destruction, said: I can’t
describe what we saw. There were thousands of people walking away from the camp,
totally silent, terrified and traumatised, walking through thick smoke. We picked up
pregnant women who needed help, and a teenage boy with a broken leg. The police
wouldn’t let an ambulance through”. Other aid agencies said that the Greek government
was making some effort, but the situation was severe.
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We are taking part in the Shoebox appeal again this year. Details below.
If you are unable to fill a shoebox we will have a box at the back of church for
individual items or a donation towards the shipping costs.
Many thanks
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October Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches
Burnby
4th October

9.15am

Harvest Service

Great Givendale
11th October
25th October

9.15am
9.15am

Morning Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)

Hayton
18th October

9.15am

Harvest Service

Huggate
4th October
11th October
18th October
25th October

9.15am
4.00pm
9.15am
9.15am

All Age Worship
Harvest Service
Morning Prayer (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)

Londesborough
4th October
11th October
25th October

10.45am
10.45am
10.45am

Morning Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer BCP)

Nunburnholme
4th October
18th October

10.45am
10.45am

All Age Worship
Family Communion CW)

Pocklington
4th October
11th October
18th October
25th October

10.45am
10.45am
10.45am
10.45am

Harvest Service
Holy Communion (CW)
Special
Holy Communion (CW)

Shiptonthorpe
4th October
11th October
18th October
25th October

10.45am
10.45am
10.45am
10.45am

Morning Prayer (BCP)
All Age Worship
Special
Family Communion (CW)

Millington

The deadline for the October edition is Friday 23rd October 2020 and copy should be
emailed to davidcbrown5@hotmail.com
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PARISH REGISTER
We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism:

We have united in Marriage through the love of God:

12th September

Christopher John Webber and Rachel Craddock

Pocklington

We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving:

2nd September

Sophia Laura (Paddy) Palmer

18

Pocklington

PASTORAL SERVICES
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
To enquire about arrangements for these services
The office will be open on a Tuesday from 10am to 12noon
Please ring the following number or email as below
Church office 01759 306045
Office @allsaintspock.plus.com

Scale of fees and charges for 2020
Baptisms
There is no fee for a service of Baptism
Certificate of Baptism, if required.

£14.00

Weddings
Publication of Banns.
Certificate of Banns, if required.
Marriage Service.
Verger
Organist
Bells
Heating

£31.00
£14.00
£463.00
£40.00
£80.00
£120.00
£75.00

Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required.
We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional
photographs after the service.

Funerals
Funeral service in Church
Cremation pre or post service in Church
Funeral service at Crematorium or cemetery

£199 00
£28.00
£199.00

Please note that additional fees may apply and the office will advise

Verger
Organist
Heating
Ministers Expenses

£35.00
£80.00
£75.00
£40 .00
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A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches
O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your
eternal kingdom. Amen

Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington
The office will be open on a Tuesday from 10am to 12noon
Please ring the following number or email as below
Church office 01759 306045
Office @allsaintspock.plus.com

Electoral Roll Officer
Doreen Pea
Flower Team Contact
Ann Theakston
Little Saints Leader
Barbara Myerscough
Magazine Editor
David Brown
Magazine Distribution
Rowena Protheroe
Mothers Union Secretary
Dot Townley
Organist and Choirmaster
Michael Cooper
Parish Administrators
Sue Currier and Carole Laws
Pastoral Coordinator
Revd Bronnie Broadhurst
PCC Secretary
Carol Taylor
Planned Giving /Gift Aid
Sue Currier
Treasurer
David Brown
Verger
Ian Ryder

305552
302731
303331
305521
304984
318182
305929
306045
307479
301003
0740 1133219
305521
318640

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office
For more information about the Church, please visit our websites

www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org
www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk
www. pockflyingman.org.uk
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